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GOD GIVEN RIGHT

“We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created equal, and they are endowed by
their Creator with certain unalienable Rights, that among these are Life, Liberty, and the pursuit
of Happiness.”

-US Declaration of Independence

Occasionally I’ll hear someone use the phrase, “It’s my God-given right.” Our Founding Fathers
used this as a part of their argument justifying their right to revolt, declare independence, and set
up a new government. Immediately following the American Revolutionary War, the phrase was
again invoked by the Anti-Federalists who would not ratify the Constitution without the promise
a Bill of Rights would be added to it to again protect our “God-given rights.” Today, I hear
people who don’t even seem to believe there is a God using the phrase as a defense of their own
policies, behavior, life-style, and tendency to buck the system.

What are our “God-given rights”? At first glance, the Bible doesn’t seem all that interested in the rights of
humanity. The context of the Bible was the experience of generous kings, despotic tyrants, and a Roman Republic that
had devolved into an empire. But a deeper reading shows that God is indeed interested in human rights.

In Genesis, God creates us in the image and likeness of God. This sets up a God-centered ethic on how we treat one
another. Treating each other as God-inspired individuals of equal and divine worth changes our behavior. As Jesus
would later illustrate, when we feed the hungry, clothe the naked, and help those in need — we have done it to God.

In Exodus, Leviticus, and Deuteronomy, God’s people are given the Ten Commandments and a long list of instructions
or laws about building a community and relating to God and one another. In many ways this part of the Bible is the
story of God’s people trying to figure out how to live out what it means to be holy people. The emphasis here was “be
holy as God is holy” or put another way, “be different than everyone else as God is different from the world in which we
live. In Christianity, the Apostle Paul called this sanctification: the way that God’s grace continually reshapes us to be
more Christ-like again returning us to the image of God and making of us a new creation.

What then is our God-given right? We have been given the awesome responsibility to treat all human beings the same
way we would treat our Lord and Savior, and to be treated in no less than the same divine light. We have been given
God-like dominion and power over science, medicine, and the environment; we are called to take care of this garden as a
way of taking care of one another. We have been given one another, and we are called to develop a sacred trust as a
community. Doing this is not just our right, it is our calling and purpose.

As a people of faith, Christians don’t belong to any one nation or tribe but to all. Our allegiance is always first to our
heavenly citizenship. That’s why we are always so difficult, especially difficult for those who are in power or who seek
to reframe the Gospel of Jesus into a means of acquiring power. As faithful disciples, we have a God-given
responsibility to look out for humanity. It doesn’t matter how you vote, whether you are pro-choice or pro-gun, or even
on what side of a border you happened to be born. Because you are a human being, you are the image of God and
deserving of certain God-given rights and dignity that we have the God-given responsibility to protect. So often our
arguments are about what rights we can take away from each other, let’s not forget to focus on the rights and
responsibilities God gave us to protect and give to one another. After all, it’s what Jesus would do.

“Treat people in the same way that you want them to treat you.”
-Jesus teaching in Luke 6:31

Gampfire & Cookout

- Sunday, June 8, 6:30 PM ~ Pocahontas State Park
—-—
/ For Young Adults (Ages 19 - 30, no children please)

Meet in the large field in front of the park and take a hayride to the cookout
site for hot dogs & s’mores.

% Text “campfire” to (804) 972-2922 or use QR code to RSVP.
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MUSIC NOTES

Mark your calendars for "Unforgettable: An Afternoon of Music You Love" featuring the
Joy Singers, Jack Price, and Joshua Wortham, on Sunday, June 8, at 2:30 PM. Enjoy a
wide array of music from TV theme songs, to love songs, jazz standards, classical music,
sacred tunes, and more. A free-will offering will support the Music Ministry. All are
welcome!

Thirty seven singers and roadies from CUMC will venture to NYC this July as we join
forces with more than 200 singers from around the nation to premier "Amazing Grace:
From Blind to Free" by Lloyd Larson at the legendary Carnegie Hall! We covet your
prayers for this trip and a powerful time of worship in one of the greatest concert halls in
the world! The concert will be held on Saturday, July 12.

Save the date! Our Chancel Choir will present the Carnegie Concert here at CUMC on
Sunday, September 21, at 2:30 PM and again Monday, September 22, at 7:00 PM. This
concert will be a fundraiser to help make our chancel area more accessible with a
wheelchair lift so that all are able to participate in worship leadership.

Unforgettable

AN AFTERNOON OF MUSIG YOU LOVE!
SUNDAY, JUNE 8 2:30 PM

~

Jack Price The Joy Singers Joshua Wortham

A / Saturday, June 7, 8:00 AM - 1:00 PM

R - Chester UMC
/‘ A Our Youth are having a yard sale to raise funds for their 2026 Guatemala Mission Trip. Come
support their efforts and you just might find something you didn’t even know you needed!

Donations of new or gently used items will be gratefully accepted Thursday, June 5, 8:30 AM -
/l/"l 2:00 PM, and Friday, June 6, 8:00 AM - 6:00 PM.

POC: Emily Smith (smith.family21@outlook.com)
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YOUTH AND FAMILY MINISTRY

What a joyful spring it’s been for our church and community! We were thrilled to welcome
over 325 children to our annual Glow in the Dark Easter Egg Hunt, and it was a beautiful day
of laughter, connection, and celebration. Behind the scenes, our volunteers worked tirelessly-
stuffing over 12,000 eggs and contributing an estimated 1,500 volunteer hours to make it all
happen. From set up to clean up, from egg stuffing to welcoming families, I’'m deeply grateful
for everyone who served so generously. A special thank you to our youth group, who showed
up with full hearts and helping hands. Their energy and dedication were key to making the
day run smoothly, and the community truly felt the love and joy we share here at Chester
UMC.

We have also seen incredible involvement from our children and teens in our worship services

this season. From reading Scripture and sharing announcements, to serving communion, collecting the offering, and
greeting at the doors, our young people are stepping into leadership and using their gifts to bless our congregation. It’s
been such a joy to watch them grow in confidence and faith as they serve.

Looking ahead, Vacation Bible School is just around the corner-June 23-27, from 9:00 AM to 12:00 PM. There’s still
time to register children and sign up as a volunteer. This year promises to be another fun and faith-filled adventure as we
help kids grow in their relationship with God through stories, games, music, and more.

Our youth ministry also had a meaningful year, joining with Bermuda UMC and Trinity UMC for mission outreach
projects and special gatherings that brought our young people together in powerful ways. It's been a season full of
connection, growth, and service.

Thank you for being a church that pours so much love into our young people. Let’s keep the momentum going!

The scripture that comes to my mind is from 1 Peter 4:10 (NIV), “Each of you should use whatever gift you have
received to serve others, as faithful stewards of God’s grace in its various forms.”

In Him,

Juliana Paradie
Family Ministries Director

CHRISTMAS IN JULY

Let’s celebrate Christmas in July by giving generously to our neighbors in need!

Each Thursday the food pantry provides a generous supply of non-perishable groceries to clients who have been
screened and referred by the Chesterfield Colonial Heights Alliance for Social Ministry (CCHASM). We also give $20
in the form of Kroger gift cards to purchase perishable items. Our clients range from single elderly folks on a fixed
income to large families with working parents.

Please consider a one-time or recurring financial gift designated for the food pantry. Or next time you shop, pick up a
few items from the pantry shopping list to donate. The list is on the pantry door, or click here for a copy: Pantry List.
Please (PLEASE!) do not donate expired food items, as we must discard them. Thank you for your generosity!

Some of the most-needed items include:

canned chicken, tuna, and ham
canned beef stew or soup with meat
Breakfast cereal



file:///C:/Users/Owner/Documents/CCHASM and Comm. Resources/Food Pantry Shopping List.pdf

STEPHEN MINISTRY MUSINGS

By Beth VanDenBerg o® PEOPL,

To celebrate the 50th anniversary of the Stephen Ministry organization, it seems fitting to look
back at the beginning of Stephen Ministry at Chester UMC. Rev. Bill Ramey, the pastor of
CUMC from 1990 to 1995, heard about Stephen Ministry and thought it might be beneficial to
the congregation and the community. He and Associate Pastor John White met with Vann
Stanfield and Ken Farmer, 2 leaders in the congregation, to learn more about the ministry and
what would be involved in training volunteers. They traveled to Baltimore in August of 1993 to
undergo 25 hours of training to become the congregation’s first Stephen Leaders. When they
returned, they recruited members of the congregation to be trained as the first Stephen Ministers,
and Chester UMC’s Stephen Ministry was born.

In addition to being Stephen Leaders who were tasked with recruitment, training, and publicizing the ministry, Ken and
Vann also served as Stephen Ministers. Ken remembers his time serving as profoundly moving and life-changing. He
explained that one challenge he faced as a Stephen Minister was really listening to his care receivers. In his profession
as an electrical engineer, he analyzed and developed solutions, and he had to learn to patiently listen without giving
advice, always remembering that God is the cure giver. Vann, too, looks back on his experiences fondly. He recalls the
importance of the support of the lead pastor as being critical to the ongoing success of the ministry. Our Stephen
Ministry team is fortunate to have the enthusiastic support of Pastor Nathan, who provides leadership and counsel in
addressing the needs of the Stephen Ministers.

Louise Ross was a member of the first class of Stephen Ministers to be trained at Chester UMC. She recalls that
Stephen Ministers take utmost care regarding the importance of confidentiality when working with hurting

people. Two of her most memorable care receivers were a young mother separated from her husband and a widow
dealing with grief after the loss of her husband. Louise also remembered meeting with a care receiver from another
church who came to the CUMC Stephen Minister program to ensure confidentiality.

Louise moved from the Chester community 9 years ago, and gave up her role as a Stephen Minister after serving for
over 20 years because there was no program at her new church. She still had some of the “Journeying Through Grief”
booklets in her Stephen Minister materials cache, and when her neighbor lost his wife, she gave them to him to

help. He returned the books after reading them, and Louise has been able to share them with others who are

grieving. Even though she retired from officially being a Stephen Minister, Louise continues to use her skills to help
others. She, like all Stephen Ministers, learned how to listen and care for others as a way of life.

If you, or someone you know, feel that you could benefit from a Stephen Minister like Vann, Ken, or Louise, contact
Steve Osborne (sosbor60@gmail.com) or Pastor Nathan (nathandecker@chesterumc.org).

UMVIM TEAM LEADER TRAINING

Join us for United Methodist Volunteers in Mission (UMVIM) Team Leader Training Saturday, July 19, 9 AM - 2 PM
at Ramsey Memorial UMC, 5900 Hull Street Road, Richmond, Virginia.

This training is for individuals who have attended at least one UMVIM trip and who are ready to take a deeper dive
into servant leadership and leading UMVIM teams. The training will be led in collaboration with Tim Wells, VAUMC
UMVIM trainer, and Rick Vance, Team Leader for recent Western North Carolina UMVIM Teams.

Check-in begins at 8:30 AM with light refreshments available, and the class will begin promptly at 9 AM. Registration
for the class is $20, and lunch is provided. The deadline to register is Friday, July 11, 2025.

Register here: https://vaumc.org/umvim/

For more information please contact Eric Hougland (804 212-7857 /
ehougland88(@gmail.com) or Tim Wells (703 517-0183 / cyacard@comcast.net).
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SUNDAY SMALL GROUPS

KIDZ ZONE (Children’s Sunday School) 9:45 AM. Pre-K (Rm. 107); Grades K-5 (Rm. 206). POC: Juliana
Paradie (julianaparadie(@chesterumc.org)

Fresh Start Sunday School Class 9:45 AM, Room 221; Through July 8, we’re exploring themes of Jesus’ most
important teachings, using The Message of Jesus: Words that Changed the World by Adam Hamilton. Visitors and
new members always welcome! POC: Susan Petrey (804-938-5396)

Journey Sunday School Class 9:45 AM, Annex and Google Meet (https://meet.google.com/ptm-pieh-vve)
POCs: Carolyn Landis (landisfamily05@gmail.com); Eric Hougland (ehougland88@gmail.com)

Seekers Sunday School Class 9:40 AM, Room 226; POC: Gordon Jones (JONESGJ215@gmail.com)

Senior Singles Sunday School Class 9:45 AM, Parlor; POC: Cynthia Corley (cacorley(@ctsi.net)

Adult Small Group Sunday Bible Study 9:45 AM, Room 213 “Our Pad,” Facilitated by Jeff Marlin
(jeff.marlinabd@gmail.com)

The Gathering Sunday Small Group 9:45 AM, Room 205, Join us for study and fellowship with other young
families. POCs: Andrew Brummette (andrew.brummette(@gmail.com), Brion Seward (1bseward@comcast.net),
Sonja Seward (sonjaseward(@yahoo.com)

Middle and High School Youth Sunday School 9:45 AM, Annex Loft, POC: Juliana Paradie
(julianaparadie(@chesterumc.org)

Friendship Ministry Class 10:40 AM, Room 116. For adults who are cognitively challenged.
POCs: Mari & Dan Hayes (JLMinNaples@msn.com)

Middle & High School Youth Group 4:00-5:30 PM, Annex Loft. For grades 6-12. Will resume meeting in the fall.
POCs: Emily Smith and Jess Hargraves (youthleaders(@chesterumc.org)

Bible Brews Sundays, 4:00 PM, Three Leg Run (4418 W Hundred RD, Chester), Bible-based discussions on how to
have difficult conversations. Led by Julia Harbert and Pastor Nathan. POC: Julia Harbert
(julialharbert@gmail.com)

OTHER SMALL GROUPS

Village People Study, Socialize, & Service Group 3" Mondays, 2:00 PM, Community Room at Chester Village
Senior APTS (11701 Chester Village DR.)

Joy Singers (for our retired folks) Tuesdays, 10:30 AM, Music Suite. After June 10, will resume meeting in the fall.
POC: Joshua Wortham (music(@chesterumc.org)

Faith Keepers Women’s Prayer Group Mondays, 9:00 AM at Grants Coffee Co. (11884 Chester Village DR).
POC: Sherri Morris (smorris787(@aim.com)

Chancel Choir Rehearsals Wednesdays, 7:00 PM, Music Suite. Singers of all skill levels are welcome to join us!
Will be on summer break for July and August. POC: Joshua Wortham (music(@chesterumc.org)

Handbell Choir for Adults Wednesdays, 5:45 PM. On summer break for July & August. POC: Joshua Wortham
(music@chesterumec.org)

Thursday Morning Men’s Bible Study Thursdays, 7:30 AM, Grants Coffee Co. (11884 Chester Village DR).
POC: Gordon Morris (gordo15458(@aim.com)

Women’s Fellowship Luncheon 11:30 AM, 3™ Thursdays at a local restaurant. Next luncheons will be Thursday,
June 19, and Thursday, July 17, locations TBD. RSVP by Monday prior to luncheon. POC: Joan Osborne
(josbor61(@gmail.com)
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Prayer Shawl Group Thursdays, 1:30 PM, Church Parlor. All are invited to join us! We will happily teach you how
to knit or crochet. POCs: Beverly Trevillian (804 3377-2367 / beverly.trevillian@comcatst.net),
Betty Stone (804 914 0433 / wva_lady(@verizon.net)

Women’s Christian Book Club 1% Thursday of odd months, 6:30 PM, Church Parlor. Next meeting July 3. POC:
Jennifer Brame (jrbrooksieee(@gmail.com)

ESL (English as a Second Language) Classes Tuesday and Thursday, 7:00-8:30 PM. Rooms 205, 214, and 226.
Classes will resume in the fall. POC: Rebecca Hodell (rhodell7@gmail.com)

United Methodist Men Fellowship, service, and studying the Word of God. Service project April 12, next meeting
Thursday, May 1. POC: Brion Seward (1bseward(@comcast.net)

Youth Bible Study Wednesdays, 5:45 PM - 7:00 PM, Trinity UMC, 6600 Greenyard Rd, Chester. POC: Juliana Paradie
(julianaparadie(@chesterumc.org)

Beginner Reading Music Class Mondays, 7:00 PM, Music Suite. On summer break. Will resume September 8. POC:
Tom McHugh (804-240-2456 / vthokietom(@gmail.com)

Kidz Zone Wacky Wednesdays Wednesdays, 5:45 PM - 7:00 PM, Trinity UMC, 6600 Greenyard Rd, Chester. Wi/l
resume meeting in the fall. POC: Juliana Paradie (julianaparadie@chesterumc.org)

Kidz Zone Night 3" Saturdays, 6:00 PM, Join us for food and a variety of fun activities! POC: Charlotte Brummette
(Charl208@yahoo.com)

MONTHLY EMMAUS GATHERING

If you’ve ever been on a Walk to Emmaus, you’re invited to join us the second Saturday of each month at Bon Air United
Methodist Church, 1645 Buford Road, North Chesterfield. We meet at 6:00 PM and share a covered dish; music begins at 6:30 PM
with worship and communion. We look forward to seeing you there! POC: Claudia Nagy, (804) 712-7733, or Mary Musselwhite,
(804) 330-0014.

BRIDGE BUILDERS JAIL MINISTRY

A small but devoted team of Bridge Builders Jail Ministry members have been visiting the men in the HARP (Helping Addicts
Recover Progressively) program at the Chesterfield County Jail for the past two years. How can you support this impactful mission?
Please consider joining us as we visit and minister to these men, writing them cards and notes, or providing monetary donations for
study books. Finally, please pray for the Bridge Builders volunteers as well as for the HARP program participants.

POC: Maureen Coker mcoker2003@comcast.net

For more information about the HARP program: https://opioid-resource-connector.org/index.php/program-model/helping-addicts-
recover-progressively-harp

Pentecost Sunday is June 8

Let’s celebrate the birthday of the Church by wearing red, orange, and yellow
as symbols of the flame of the Spirit!
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FRIENDSHIP MINISTRY

Congratulations are in order for two members of the Friendship Ministry!

Paul Marretti was selected by Special Olympics Virginia as
a “Game Changer” and featured on their website. From the
article: “Paul Marretti’s journey from an outgoing child to
a global advocate for inclusion through Special Olympics
spans decades of leadership, public speaking, and breaking
barriers, inspiring the next generation to believe in
themselves and change the game.” Paul began participating
in Special Olympics at age 8, and has traveled the world as
an athlete and as an advocate. He’s served on the Special
Olympics Board of Directors and on the Program and
Planning Committee. In addition to his advocacy, he’s
maintained a long career at Kroger.

Read about Paul’s inspiring story here: https://

www.specialolympicsva.org/paul-marretti.

Congratulations, Paul on this well-deserved recognition for
your years of dedication and advocacy!

Jack O’Connell was recently cast in the Broken Leg
Theater’s production of Willy Wonka at the Perkinson
Center. Congratulations, Jack for an excellent
performance as an Oompa Loompa!

PRESCHOOL

CUMC Preschool has wrapped up another fabulous year! While we’re looking forward to a

https://chesterumeps.org/.

little rest and relaxation, we are excited to be hosting a summer camp June 9 - 19. It turned
out to be a very popular offering; spots filled quickly and registration is closed.

Enrollment for the 2025-2026 school year is open! For more information please check out

If you enjoy interacting with little ones, please consider volunteering with us next year.
We're looking for adults to lead special classes once a month. We’d love to include topics
such as yoga, science, karate, or gymnastics.

If you have questions about preschool, want to schedule a tour, or want to discuss volunteer
opportunities, please contact Whitney Graham, Preschool Director at
preschool@chesterumec.org. Thank you!
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BACKPACK MINISTRY

We’ve made it through another school year of providing weekend food for children at C.C. Wells and C.E. Curtis. With
your help we were able to meet the needs of 64 children every week. That is the largest number we have ever

attempted. Thank you for all the support and love you showed through your gifts to the mission. A big thank you also to
the Jean Craig Fellowship for their devotion delivering meal bags to both schools every week. Our other dedicated
helpers include Vicki and Richard Bowers (shopping), Carolyn and Wendell Landis and Michelle Cantaral (packing),
Debbie Freed (double bagging our plastic bags) and my husband, Bill Comer (picking up the food order, recycling all the
cardboard and other odd jobs). Folks, it really takes a village! As we go through the summer months we will take a
short rest, but will keep our eyes on sales for the items we use. Feel free to put items in our bin in the mission closet
over the summer to help us get a good start in September. Again, we extend our gratitude for all the ways you have
helped us this year.

Karen Comer

LOOKING AHEAD...

Men’s Walk to Emmaus: Experience your walk with Christ in a new, surprising, or 5:; p
even transformative way. The next Walk to Emmaus for Men will be September 25-28 at ' §
Chanco on the James in Spring Grove, VA (about 35 miles from Chester).

Applications are now being accepted, and some scholarship funds are available to help WALK TO

defray cost. For more information, contact Mary Musselwhite (804 712-7733) or E m m H U S
Claudia Nagy (804 330-0014). Learn more and find the application here:

www.richmondemmaus.com. THE UPPER ROOM®

Rise Against Hunger: Please mark your calendar for August 24, immediately
following 11:00 AM worship.

\’/ Rise Against Hunger is growing a global movement to end hunger
“ by nourishing lives, empowering communities and responding to emergencies.

Again this year we will be packaging food for those in need. More details will

AGAINST HUNGER be shared in the Sunday bulletin and via email.
POC: Eric Hougland (chougland88@gmail.com).

UNITED METHODIST WOMEN

UNITED METHODIST WOMEN (UMW) is to “be a community of women whose

purpose is to know God and to experience freedom as whole persons through Jesus Christ,
to develop a creative, supportive fellowship, and to expand concepts of mission through Unite d
participation in the global ministries of the church.”

Methodist

e The Jean Crajg Fellqwship will meet Monday, June 2, 7:00 PM, Room 205, to Women
continue packing hygiene packs for UMCOR. Call Susan Petrey, (804) 938-5396, for

. %‘;ltg I}Se;an Craig Fellowship will meet on Monday, July 7, 6:00 PM, for a picnic at the

. ?ige.};; Craig Fellowship will meet on Monday, August 4, 6:00 PM, to deliver homemade cookies to local fire

o ?F?i IA)Af)clllz(l: %[ae Bookman Fellowship will resume meeting in the fall. Call Martha Miles, (804) 748-5476, for details.

Call Susan Petrey, (804) 938-5396, to learn more about UMW, our two participating fellowships, and how you can
become involved.
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In Memory of Louan Stanfield
Sharon Buchanan - Music

Sue Matthews - Music

Kent and Barbara Yandle
Barbara Trammell - Music
Seekers Class - Music

In Memory of Lynn McHugh
All Donations to the Music Fund
David and Elizabeth Hall

Jan Burgess Bryant

Mike and Lisa Anderson
Sharon Buchanan

Barbara Goodwyn

Marshall Henry, 111

Amy Perdue

Don and Pat Pospahala

Wayne and Ginny Virag

Tim and Beth Stewart

Roger and Betty Stone

Sam Perdue

MEMORIALS

In Memory of June Gilliam
All Donations to the Music Fund
Sharon Buchanan

Skip and Pam Buyalos

Barbara Goodwyn

Janis Hargrave

Marshall Henry, 111

Tom McHugh

Don and Pat Pospahala

Sandy Stotesbury

Wayne and Ginny Virag

Tim and Beth Stewart

Charlotte Gibbs

Wayne and Ann Stuart

April Peters and family

Colonial Heights Senior Center Bridge Group
Seekers Class

In Memory of Richard Martinko
Rod and Victoria Martinko

Betty Jean Sharp
Eric and Laura Hougland

REST STOP

REST STOP is a Chester UMC after school program designed to provide rest and encouragement to at-risk youth from
Thomas Dale High School.

In April and May we continued our Career Day series with a trip to JT Morris in Chester and a visit with Mortuary
Director Brion Sewart; had our own Easter Egg Hunt; built Bucket Salad Gardens with Katey Petrey McCarney;
watched the movie Goonies and talked about long term friendships; visited Katie O’Neill at Jewelers Services at
Chesterfield Meadows to learn about careers in jewelry design; took a tour of the church building and had a visit with
Pastor Nathan about faith and our futures. In coming weeks we’ll learn from Bonnie Cauthorn about working in interior
design; Juliana will lead us in a discussion on immigration; and for the summer we hope to go fishing, attend a pool
party and take a James River Cruise!

Our regular activities include snacks, conversation, homework, tutoring, games, outdoor activities and dinner. Do you
have a special gift to share with these young people or just an abundance of love to give? A small team is already
assembled to support this ministry, but you are encouraged to join the effort! Call Susan to volunteer or to sign up to
provide a meal. Make a check payable to CUMC, (memo: Rest Stop) to help cover our small expenses including gas for
the church bus. You will leave REST STOP with a joyful heart, receiving more than you gave! Please prayerfully
consider how you can help. Contact REST STOP Team Leader Susan Petrey, (804) 938-5396, for more information.

BAPTISMS

April 27, 2025

Amelia Morgan

May 18, 2025
Jessica Hargraves Dorothy Heyer Wesley James Waddill
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STEWARDSHIP

Quest for Bequests

For over a decade, Chester UMC has been on a quest to establish a solid endowment fund and we’re still on that
quest. An endowment fund is not simply a financial safety net - it’s a foundation for ministry, mission, and growth.
Without it, our ability to respond to the needs of our congregation and community is limited, and the impact we dream
of making remains constrained.

There is a powerful and faithful way to make the church’s quest a reality - through bequests. By including Chester
UMC in your will or estate plan, you can help build an enduring endowment that supports our missions for generations
to come. These gifts, no matter the size, are acts of stewardship and legacy that will allow Chester UMC to continue
sharing, changing lives, and making disciples for Christ. With your prayerful consideration and generosity, we can
finally bring this long-held vision to life and ensure God’s work continues for decades to come. If you’ve read this
article, let us know by emailing bryonwall@comcast.net with “Bequests” in the subject line. As a thank you, the first
20 emails received will receive $5 (adults only, church staff not eligible). Peace be with you.

Bryon Wall, Stewardship Chairperson

ME‘!,‘ m NEW MEMBERS m‘f* WL

Christopher Brummette, Confirmation Amelia Morgan, Baptism and Confirmation
Sandra Fobia, Profession of Faith Harper Norman, Confirmation

Cole Irving, Confirmation Jonny Phillips, Confirmation

Kinsley Johnston, Confirmation Jacob Riey, Confirmation

Micah Johnston, Confirmation James Waddill, Profession of Faith

Want to talk about becoming a member at Chester UMC? Please contact Beth Stewart at bethstew(@gmail.com.

Griel é Share’

No matter what the circumstances, grief is a painful process. We want you to know about our GriefShare grief support
group for people dealing with the death of a family member or friend.

GriefShare is a safe, welcoming place where people understand the difficult emotions of grief. Over 13 weeks, you’ll
find relief and comfort as you learn what to expect in the days ahead and how to navigate your personal grief process.
Since there are no neat, orderly stages of grief, you’ll learn helpful ways of coping with grief, in all its unpredictability-
and gain solid support each step of the way.

Topics include how to manage grief-related emotions such as loneliness, anxiety, sadness, anger, and regret; how to
cope with the changes in your life and relationships; how to recognize what’s normal in grief; and what to do if you
feel stuck or hopeless.

At a GriefShare meeting, you will view a video featuring respected counselors, teachers, and healthcare
professionals on grief-related topics. After that is a small-group discussion for sharing, support, and personal
application of what you learned on the video. You will receive a book to take home filled with valuable exercises for
navigating your personal grieving process.

Please join us beginning Tuesday, June 10, in room 213 from 2 - 4 PM. Cost of book is $10. Feel free to contact me or
visit griefshare.org, if you have questions or would like more information.

POC: keith.mottley@comcast.net
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VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL
June 23 - 27,9 AM - 12 PM

Road Trip will be be a wonderful week of faith, fun, and friendship
for children ages Pre-K through 5th Grade. Please invite your friends
and neighbors and sign up ASAP! https://chester-
umc.mycokesburyvbs.com/register-child

There are so many ways to volunteer, big and small! Sign up here:

*) n””’dﬁ””# ‘/ () https://chester-umc.mycokesburyvbs.com/register-volunteer.

ROAD TRIP

% ONTHE GO WITH GOD o)

Questions? Contact Juliana Paradie, Director of Christian Formation, at
julianaparadie(@chesterumc.org

PRE-PLANNING: A GIFT TO YOUR FAMILY

Joshua Wortham, Minister of Music

It's not always easy to talk about death, but perhaps even more difficult is making heartfelt decisions when death comes
without warning. Taking the time to pre-plan for your funeral and end of life decisions is a gift to your family. And as
part of that, I encourage folks to prayerfully choose music and scripture that speaks to your own faith journey. What are
the hymns or worship songs that have carried you or offer a message you want to leave with your loved ones? Are there
songs and solos that have provided comfort and encouragement to you? Please consider taking some time to write down
these wishes. If you'd like to email them to me (or submit them in writing), I will kindly store this info to be used when
the time comes. In the fog of grief, it is often difficult for families to recall these special songs and scripture

passages. Give them the gift of knowing and hearing what has carried you through the years! Send your notes to Joshua
Wortham (music@chesterumc.org).

E | gé:;/ | \)\\GLA 886
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3 Blood Drive

July 1-14

Wednesday, July 2
10AM-3PM

Thank you to all who donated in May! The American Red Cross collected 26 blood donations.

Link to donate: https://www.redcrossblood.org/give.html/drive-results?zipSponsor=chesterumcva

Donate July 2 and receive a FREE pair of American Red Cross x goodr sunglasses!

The next blood drive will be Wednesday, August 6, and it’s not too early to sign up.
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THANK YOU!

From Lynn Crump:

Thank you to all who helped with ESL snacks and serving over this past school year. 18 volunteers served about 25-30
students. Next year, we hope that each family in our congregation will provide or serve food at least once. It is a great
service project that all can do. Enjoy the summer off and we will share details for the upcoming year in late summer. If
you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact Cathy Toney (cctoney(@comecast.net ) or Lynn Crump
(lynncrumppla@gamil.com).

Thank you to the six fabulous missionaries who devoted their time and efforts to helping those in need in March. The
team is looking into going again in the fall. Please consider joining us! For more information contact Lynn Crump
(Uynncrumppla@gmail.com).

From Susan Petrey:

Thanks to our entire congregation for your outstanding generosity with donations of items for hygiene kits. The kits
will be distributed to disaster victims by the United Methodist Committee on Relief (UMCOR). We set a goal of
assembling 100 kits, but we are well on our way to completing 200!

From the Visitation Ministry and the Food Pantry Team:
We are grateful to the Ladies of Faith, and to all who supported their fundraiser by purchasing pecans. Ladies of Faith
recently made generous donations of postage stamps to the Visitation Ministry and food items to the food pantry.

From Joshua Wortham:

The Afternoon Tea was a success and a great time was had by all. Thank you to everyone who volunteered, and to all
who attended our annual Music Ministry fundraiser. [ am also grateful to the many talented artists who donated works
of art for the Easter Concert and art sale fundraiser, as well as those who purchased the artwork. The two events
combined raised $5000, which will support our Music Ministry here at Chester UMC.

CHESTERFIELD COUNTY FAIR

Save the Dates!
August 22 - August 30, 2025

Let's go share God's love and grace with our community!

ESTERF‘IEL

DUNTY FAIR

CHESTERFIELD, VIRGIN,

Chester UMC is returning to the Chesterfield County Fair to sell and take tickets.
Look for sign-up opportunities to be posted soon, as many volunteers will be
needed for this great fundraising opportunity for our church.

E

POC Stacey Ferrer (ssfva@comecast.net)

CUMC STAFF

Lead Pastor: Nathan Decker ..........cocovviiiiiiiniiniiiiiiicceieeeee nathandecker@chesterumc.org
Minister of Music: Joshua Wortham ...........ccccoooiiiiiiniiniiiiieeeeeen music@chesterumc.org
Director of Christian Formation: Juliana Paradie........................... julianaparadie@chesterumc.org
Office Manager: Michelle Couvillion............cccoeceevienciiinieniieieeieeeeeen office@chesterumc.org
Office Assistant: Sally Maxwell.........cccooviiiiiiiiiiniiiiieiecceeeeee assistant@chesterumc.org
Financial Administrator: Julie JOnes.........ccccccoveeeiiienciienieecieeeee e finance@chesterumc.org
NUISETY SPECIALISTS ..veeeeviieeiiieeiieeciie ettt .Morgan Hall and Carla Adams
MS & HS Youth Ministry: Emily Smith, Jessica Hargraves........... youthleaders(@chesterumc.org
Preschool Director: Whitney Graham...........cccccovvvvviieniiiiniieeeieee, preschool@chesterumec.org
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June Birthdays

June 1

Michelle Jackson
Angie Smith
Hillary Smith
Wayne Stuart

June 2

Tim Baker

Linda Becker
Mandi Davis

Tripp Doyle
Keenan Hall

Jamie Hammersley

June 3

Celeste Buccola
Sarah Jones
Kylie Moore

June 4

Taylor Chandler
Edwin Gilliam
Greg Keffer

Mike Lowry
Sherry McDermott
AJ Roy

June 5
Karen Comer
Kendall Mims

June 6

Melanie Bryant
Daphne Curtis
Jennie Gray
Berkeley Hill
Chris Matthews
Tom McHugh
Mary Musselwhite
Jacob Tignor

June 7

Marleen Fleeman
Jennifer Jernigan
Adela Lamas

June 8

Susan Larkin
Paul Micou
Myra Simmons

June 9

Sharyn Abernatha
Mike Anderson
Reed Boyd

Betty Jones

Kitty Lipscomb
Randy Melton
Ethan Rutledge

June 9 continued
Chelsea Slaasted
William Topping

June 10

John Farrell

Ed Garrett, Jr.
Pipper Gregory
Benjamin Johnson
Jeff McHugh
Martha Motley
John J. Phillips

June 11

Billy Hopson
Katelynn Houston
Nicole Perry
Dawn Snow
Mareen Thomas
David Wilson

June 12

Tom Jenkins
Christy Pritchard
Robert Russell, Jr.

June 13

Bruce Edmiston
Ben Ferry
Melissa Heyer
Kinsley Yerby

June 14

Eric Bittenbender
Mat Bittenbender
Georgi Fisher
Barbara Johnston
Mary Topping
Robbie Wood 111

June 15

Andrew Bittenbender
Kyleigh Ferguson
Aiden Heitzenrater
Corrine Lewis

David Maher

Jim Rhodes

June 16

Vicki Bowers
Billy Perkinson
Susan Stacks

June 17

Lindsey Brubaker
M.C. Jones

Elna Mey
Beverly Trevillian

June 18

Ellen Bates
Beverly Buccola
Barry Hawkins
Thomas Lewis
Steven Pendlebury
Ruthie Sarver
Pam Young

June 19

Audrey Comer
Kimberly Dombrowski
James Longest

Jack McCall

Melanie Scruton
Taylor Shannon

June 20

Ruth Devore
Scott Herndon
Karen King
Eliza McVicker
Adrienne Shaner
Adam Tyus

June 21

Avery Anderson
Denise Gilpin
Alex Mason III
Larry Sheppard
Wayne Smith II
Bill Talley V
Rebekah Thomas

June 22

Nat Bittenbender
Pam Earley
Joanna Oliver
Bradley Seitz
Jana Stewart
Amy Worman

June 23

Ruth Boyd
Shari Gordon
Mary Halvorsen
Ella Hilton

Guy Marshall
Wil Payne 111
Dana Potter

June 24

Richard Anderson
Cass Awalt

Blake Crosby
Stacey Ferrer
Kelly Harmon
John Henderson
Joe Rollins
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June 25
Laurie Garnett
Carson Miles
Priya Vasa
Kathi Williams

June 26

Talina Beck
Christian Fox
Janice Hobson
Sylvan Martin
Rachel McCoy
Nancy Murdock
Jonny Phillips
Abby Segrest
Paul Shelton
Charlotte Sheppard

June 27

Leslie Epperly
Matt Micou
Brendan Munchel
Mark Swofford

June 28

Rachael Gress
Paul Johnson
Caroline Levin
June Lowder
Marley Sarver
Jordan Tignor
Jane Turner
Jayna Zwennes
John Zwennes, Jr.

June 29

Allan Buccola
Nancy Carrouth
Dave Fournelle
Michael McVicker
Jeff Perry

Joshua Wortham

June 30

Noah Haskins
Tim Heffernan
Katey Hougland
Matthew Hurt
Seth Overstreet
Tamra Spurlock
Emily Squires
Carole Young



July Birthdays

July 1
Danielle Hawkins

Samantha White

July 2

Zeliha Aslan
Debbie Bonham
Jack Comer
Laurie Fields
Chris Grinter
Mallory Moody

July 3

Atlas Hardison
Matt Johnson
Jackson Pospahala
Mike Potvin
Debbie Smith
Emma Swofford

July 4

Sandy Craven
Julie Ferry
Pam Hudson
Larry Koon
Andrew Levin
Leslie Merriam
Haley Miles
Jim Watkins

July 5

Kayla Newton
Clara Overstreet
Maggie Poulsen
Zach Trimble

July 6

Christine Brock
Linda Broughton
Ann Goodman
Maryn Lenz
Emma Mims
Jesse Pugh

July 7

Jeftrey Hodell
Patsi Peterson
Valerie Smith
Drew Tester

July 8
Christopher Latimer
Peter Moody

July 9

Kevin Carraway
Florria Crawford
Andrew Faucette 11
Becky Fogleman

June 9 continued
Bill Nabors

Harmony Wilkersone

Erin Willingham

July 10
Chance Davis

Ralph Hall
Thomas Hamilton
Jessica Malkerson
Chelsea Matthews
A. E. McCants III
Billy Simpkins II
Eli Squires

July 11

Lee Bess
Jackson Betz
Ella Hutchins
Bruce McCoy
Annie Ridout

July 12

Amber Martin
Mary Beth Radford
Corey Squires
Derrick Vaughan

July 13
Beth Van Den Berg

July 14
Sebrell Bryant

Kayla Dodd
Katherine Fender
Michelle Gibson
Scot Labin
Sophia Lawhon
Sandy Tuck

July 15

Andrew Crowder
Bailey Gregory
JoAnn Neal
Nathan Rutledge
Dawn York

July 16
Max Dho

Jesse Leacock
Alexander Nagy
Chris Watson
Phillip Yerby V

July 17
Beth Harvey

July 18
Sara Burks

Robert Davis
Beatrix Robin
Tabitha Strickler
Evan Voros

July 19
Jerry Allen

Storm Burks
Mike Hewitt
Traci Miller
Audrey Smith

July 20

Betsy Baker
Roger Gibson
Blake Scruton

July 21

Linda Alexander
Harold Fender, Jr.
Kailynn Fournelle
Delanie Lipscomb
Chad Matthews
Nic Snow

Debbie Vaughan

July 22

Corey Brick
Lorraine Buck
Kelly Davis
Colleen McCoy
Lisa Stanfield

July 23

Tripp Bishop
Joyce Lott
Diane Medina
Cheryl Waterson
Cindy Webb

July 24
Bonnie Anderson

Rodney Barrell
Jan Bryant
Lynwood Fields
Raven Slaasted
Gabriel Smith

July 25
Gavin Fabian

Diane Hargraves
Bonnie Hopson
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July 26
Shelley Barnes
Tracy Bradford
Katie Bradshaw
Kathy Donovan
Diane Higgins
Jerry Higgins
Steven Mariani
Suzi Miller
Mary Rhodes

July 27
Charles Bates

Trish Dunn

Dylan Jackson
Samantha Johnson
Maxwell Latimer
Ashley Miller
Trent Patton
Allison Wood

July 28
Jeff Gilliatt

Ann Harris

July 29

Ethan Flowers
Logan Flowers
Mary Frank
Betty Jellie
Jake Nelson

July 30
Jordan Clark

Sean Daugherty

Ginni Goodwyn-Doyon
Chris Pendlebury
James Price, Jr.
Mallory Schaffer

Lynn Talley

Laura Thomas

July 31

Edward Boroch
Alexander Buchanan
Desiree Davis

Kim Feind

Adalyn Moore

Jean Simonsen
David Williams



Chester United Methodist Church
12132 Percival Street
Chester, VA 23831

WORSHIP

Focus Worship on God

SEEK

Seek Spirit-led Discipleship

EMBRACE

Embrace Diversity

LOVE

Love Children and Families

IMPACT

Positively Impact Community

REMINDER: Regular church office hours are 8:30 AM - 2:00 PM Monday-Thursday.
If you need to visit the office after 2:00 PM, kindly schedule the visit in advance.
The office will be closed Thursday, July 3.

CHIMES articles may be submitted to assistant@chesterumc.org.
The deadline for submission to the August/September Chimes is Wednesday, July 16.

CHESTER UMC ONLINE RESOURCES

Website: www.chesterumc.org

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/ChesterUnitedMethodistChurch/
Facebook Closed Group: https://www.facebook.com/groups/ChesterUMC/
Daily Email News: Visit http://eepurl.com/bIVQTv to subscribe.

YouTube: https://www.youtube.com/c/ChesterUMC

Prayer Chain Email: Submit your name and email address to office@chesterumc.org with “Prayer
Chain” in the subject line to subscribe.

Texting Ministry: Text “Connect” to (804) 979-2922
Call the Church Office, (804) 748-6006, for more information.
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