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The ChimesThe Chimes

Meal Packing Event
Sunday, August 24, 12:00 PM

Davis Fellowship Hall
http://events.riseagainsthunger.org/ChesterUMC2025

New Member Sunday is also
Church Picnic Sunday! We’ll
welcome our newest members
and enjoy a great picnic feast.
Bring a dish to share, and a
lawn chair if  you’d like to sit

outside. Inside seating will also
be available for those who

prefer to stay indoors. Contact
Susan Petrey with any

questions (804) 938-5396.

http://events.riseagainsthunger.org/ChesterUMC2025


 

“Be happy for this moment. This moment is your life”
-Omar Khayyam, Persian Poet and Polymath from the 11th Century

 
Want to be happy? We all want to be happy, but struggle subjectively measuring our happiness through 
emotions, comparisons, current events, and bank accounts. Comedian Jimmy Carr spoke about how he 
measures happiness. In a monologue he shared how he realized how spoiled he was one day while taking 
a hot shower. Historically, taking hot showers is not a common event for common people, and yet did 
you express gratitude for your hot shower this morning? How dare we take this historic luxury for 
granted! “How happy are you? It’s your quality of  life minus envy,” Carr states. We aren’t happy 
because we don’t let ourselves be happy, content, grateful. 
 
Jesus gives us a compass to guide us to a more content life within the Sermon on the Mount in what we typically call the
Beatitudes. Older translations read “blessed are they…” while modern translations have suggested “happy are they.” What is
often missed is the tense Jesus speaks in. He doesn’t say “Happy will be…” but states “happy are they.” Jesus is focused on
the present reality of  now and a shift in who we are as disciples presently to this moment. Just look at this list from the CEB
translation of  Matthew 5:
 
 Happy are people who are hopeless…
 Happy are people who grieve…
 Happy are people who are humble…
 Happy are people who are hungry and thirsty for righteousness…
 Happy are people who show mercy…
 Happy are people who have pure hearts…
 Happy are people who make peace…
 Happy are people whose lives are harassed because they are righteous…
 
Jesus gives a “because” to each of  these grounded in a redefining of  our core being as focused on life in light of  God’s grace.
We are happy when we realign our priorities and being and moments to Christ’s.
 
 …because the Kingdom of Heaven is ours.
 …because God will make us glad.
 …because we inherit all creation.
 …because our cup will overflow, our plate will be full.
 …because we have been given mercy.
 …because we have seen God.
 …because we are God’s children.
 …because the Kingdom of Heaven is ours.
 
Want to be happy? Rather than waiting on some special event or Amazon package to show up in your life in the future, be
content now. Rather than comparing your life with some “keeping up with the Joneses,” express gratitude today for the
simple hot shower. Measure by Christ’s vision, not your own. We are happy now because of  what God has, is, and will do in
our lives. Amen. 

 
“Instead of each person watching out for their own good, watch out for what is better for others. Adopt the attitude that was in

Christ Jesus”
-Paul, writing from prison to the church at Philippi (Philippians 2:4-5)
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Happy Are They Who...
Pastor Nathan Decker 

Chester UMC will host a booth at the Virginia Pride Festival on Saturday, September 27. We will
offer a warm invitation to our church, a safe space where ALL are welcome to worship, as well as
communion for those who wish to receive it. Here’s the link to volunteer:
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040A49ADAC2FA0F94-57626694-pride#/
For questions, email Joshua Wortham (music@chesterumc.org). 

Pride Festival

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040A49ADAC2FA0F94-57626694-pride#/
mailto:music@chesterumc.org


3 

Music Notes

"Sing"-cerely, 

Joshua Wortham, Minister of Music 

(music@chesterumc.org) 

Chancel Choir Performs at Carnegie Hall!
Members of  our Chancel Choir and some "roadies" returned from the experience of  a lifetime as we
 performed at world-famous Carnegie Hall. We sang a selection of  anthems by Mark Hayes, and then
 premiered a new cantata based on Amazing Grace, written by Lloyd Larson. The concert was 
conducted by the composers themselves, and featured a 245 voice chorus with singers from around 
the country and full orchestra. It was an incredible opportunity (our second time in Carnegie Hall) 
and a wonderful privilege to be able to glorify God on one of  the most famous stages in the world! 
Thank you for your prayerful support. 
 
Chancel Choir Concert
Sunday, September 21, at 2:30 PM, and Monday, September 22, at 7:00 PM
Come hear selections from our Carnegie Hall Concert! A free will offering will be received to defray costs of  making the
choir loft and chancel area handicap accessible. Plans are still in the works for this special project and will be shared as they
develop.
 
Rehearsals Resume this Fall
Been thinking about joining the Joy Singers (for our retired folks) or the Chancel Choir? This fall is the perfect time to get in
the "sing" of  things! The Chancel Choir rehearses on Wednesdays at 7 PM, beginning September 3. The Joy Singers (for our
retired folks) rehearse on Tuesdays at 10:30 AM, beginning September 9. Not ready for the full time commitment? Join the
Chancel Choir as we prepare for Christmas! Rehearsals kick off  on Saturday, October 4, at 9:30 AM, then we meet weekly
on Wednesdays leading up to Christmas. We'll be teaming with Trinity UMC and Bermuda Hundred UMC as we present
"Night of  the Father's Love" in December! More info to come.

Chancel Choir Carnegie Hall Trip 2025

A broken bus (or three) didn’t dampen
the spirits of the Chancel Choir as they
made their way to NYC!

mailto:music@chesterumc.org
mailto:music@chesterumc.org


What an incredible summer it has been so far in our Children and Youth Ministries! God has been at 
work in powerful ways through service, celebration, and the joy of  being together.

Youth Missions Week – Serving with Compassion  In early June, our youth participated in Missions Week, 
giving their time and hearts to serve others right here in our community. We spent time at Dunlop House, 
ministering to residents with memory challenges by creating crafts and building relationships through 
kindness and creativity. We also partnered with Camp Baker in Chesterfield, helping to beautify their 
grounds and make crafts with individuals with intellectual and developmental disabilities. It was a week 
filled with connection, learning, and love in action.

Missions Trip Yard Sale – A Huge Success! We also hosted a yard sale to support our Youth Group 
Guatemala Missions Trip. Thanks to your generosity through donated items and enthusiastic shopping, we 
raised over $4,500! Thank you, Chester UMC family, for making it possible. Your support fuels ministry.

Vacation Bible School – Road Trip with God! VBS 2025 was one for the books! We welcomed over 90 kids and had 80+
volunteers help bring the week to life. Each day was filled with worship, stories, crafts, games, snacks, science, and service. We
are especially thankful to every volunteer who gave their time and heart. VBS would not be possible without you. Thank you
for being the hands and feet of  Christ.

Upcoming Events:

Blessing of the Backpacks  Sunday, August 17, 8:30 AM worship.  Kids are invited to bring their backpacks to worship as we
bless them and pray for the school year ahead.

Promotion Sunday   Sunday, September 7, 8:30 AM worship. We will celebrate those moving from preschool to Kindergarten
and from KidZone to Youth Group with a special blessing and acknowledgment.

As we look ahead to a new season, I’m reminded that the church is at its best when we walk together by serving, celebrating,
and growing in faith. “Make every effort to keep the unity of  the Spirit through the bond of  peace.” Ephesians 4:3.
 
In Him,
 
Juliana Paradie
Family Ministries Director

Youth and Family Ministry

Youth Mission Trip Fundraisers
Guatemala Mission Trip Fundraising Luncheon  Sunday, September 28, 2:00 PM, Fellowship Hall 

Enjoy a traditional Guatemalan meal, experience cultural immersion, and hear directly from our youth as they share what
they’ll be doing on their journey. Tickets ($25) are required. Contact Emily Smith to reserve yours.

Smith.family21@outlook.com 
Boulevard Flowers

Shop at Boulevard Flowers anytime during the month of  September and mention Chester United Methodist Church when
you pay. The mission trip fund will receive a portion of  the proceeds.

Otis Spunkmeyer Cookies 
Stock up for the holidays! We’ll be selling Otis Spunkmeyer cookies (and other goodies), starting in September.  More

details will be shared in the Sunday bulletin and via email.
Direct Donation

If  you’d like to make a monetary donation to help with airfare and other mission trip expenses, please visit:
https://h4ki.managedmissions.com/mytrip/chesterunitedmethodistchurch
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Brothers and Sisters of  Chester United Methodist Church, my name is Steve Osborne, and I am the lay representative of  this
church at the Virginia Annual Conference. In case you need a little more context as to what that means, I will tell you that
Chester UMC is a part of  the Living Waters District, and the Living Waters District is one of  eight districts that make up the
Virginia Annual Conference within the United Methodist Church. The Virginia Annual Conference is one of, if  not the,
largest UMC conferences in the United States. Every year, about this time, the conference meets as a large group with clergy
and lay representatives from all the districts and all the individual churches that make up the conference. I have been honored
to represent Chester UMC for the last three years. Participating in this conference has been a formative experience for me and
I am extremely grateful for the opportunity to serve our church in this way.

Our Annual Conference is led by Bishop Sue Haupert-Johnson. She assumed leadership of  the conference the first year that I
represented our church. Coincidentallly, she came from Florida, which is where Joan and I moved from when we moved to
Chesterfield. Bishop Sue (I guess the title is like “Pastor Nathan”) has proven to me that she is a gifted leader and presides
over a meeting of  approximately 2500 people with as much grace and firmness as anyone that I have ever seen. 
The meeting of  the Virginia Annual Conference is a time where we worship God, contemplate issues of  the church, are taught
by various guest speakers, conduct the business of  the conference, celebrate the lives of  clergy that have passed away in the
previous year in a worship service, celebrate the retirements of  clergy, and celebrate and ordain those who are picking up the
mantle of  church leadership as clergy of  all levels and various lay leadership positions.

This year, we had an additional responsibility to vote on constitutional changes that the 2020/2024 General Conference
adopted. These had to do with a restructuring of  the global UMC into regions, the global acceptance of  LGBTQ community,
continued and enhanced focus on racial discrimination, and educational requirements for clergy. There has been quite a bit of
discussion on these issues so I will not go into further detail, but you can find more information on the conference website.

There was one discussion that held particular importance to me, and it had to do with an issue that came up last year at the
2024 Virginia Annual Conference. At that assembly, a motion was made to apologize to the LBGTQ+ community for past
wrongs committed by the church and its members. This turned out to be an extremely controversial motion. A great deal of
time was spent hearing impassioned arguments for and against the motion. When it finally came time to vote, it was apparent
that the conference was evenly split on the issue. Instead of  pursuing a written ballot vote which would allow the conference
to determine which side had the slim majority, a team was commissioned to prayerfully consider how to proceed. The
commission was comprised of  clergy and laity from LGBTQ+, progressive, centrist, and traditionalist perspectives. This
commission was united by a shared desire to move beyond voting. The commission reported their progress at the 2025
conference. Moving from an emphasis on fault and reparations to a reconciliatory approach, the name of  a “Journey in
Understanding” was adopted. Acknowledging their mandate to pursue a more excellent way, the group committed to creating
a sacred space to listen, hold, and begin to heal the harm experienced during long standing denominational discord.
 
Rejecting adversarial debate and recognizing that reconciliation is the work of  the Holy Spirit, the group embraced
Intentional Holy Listening—an active, non-judgmental practice of  asking open-ended questions and bearing witness to each
story. Over four listening sessions, invited voices were given three framing questions and uninterrupted time to speak.
Although not every invitee participated, those who did found a rare space to be heard (some for the first time), whether to
recount deep wounds or to share hopes for the future. By creating safe, holy spaces and encouraging a posture of  continuous
learning, the group modeled an approach that could begin to bring reconciliation and true healing.

Since I have been participating in the Annual Conference meetings, they conclude on Saturday morning with a Service of  Call
and Ordination. These are moving ceremonies where both laity and clergy are recognized for advancing their calls. This year,
the call of  18 individuals of  Lay Supply and 17 individuals of  Certified Lay Ministers were recognized. Bishop Sue examined
the persons being recognized and ordained: 15 Local Licensed Pastors, 8 Provisional Members, 2 Associate Members, and 12
Ordained Elders.

The final act is an invitation to all present, who have been moved by the Holy Spirit during the proceedings to answer a call to
greater service in the church, to come forward to receive prayers and counseling on how to respond to the call they are feeling.
It is an amazing finish to a holy and moving experience.

If  you would like more details, I will direct you to the Virginia Annual Conference website at vaumc.org/ac2025/. Again, I
want to thank Pastor Nathan and all of  you for allowing me to participate in this experience on behalf  of  Chester UMC! 
 
 Sincerely,
 Steve Osborne

2025 General Conference
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We’ve moved! Due to the cost of maintaining the cottage and the rapidly deteriorating conditions, our operating space has
moved into a classroom at the church. Once we are settled in our new space, we will restock our shelves to be ready for a new
school year. Tim Day, manager at Kroger Marketplace on Ironbridge, helped us with grocery carts so we can easily move our
food items in and then fill them with the individual bags for each school to load our vehicles for delivery. During August, we
will highlight sales on needed items, so please watch the Sunday bulletin for current information. Your continued support of
this ministry is a blessing that we pray will continue for the upcoming year. 
 
Karen Comer (kgcomer@verizon.net) 

We’re going back to the fair this year! August 22 - 30!
Volunteers are needed daily to sell and collect tickets. It’s a great way to share God’s love in our community and

help Chester UMC. Scan QR code or use link to sign up:
 https://www.signupgenius.com/go/60B0D44A5A72BA75-57354304-chesterfield#/`

  POC: Stacey Ferrer ssfva@comcast.net
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Stephen Ministry Musings
When Rev. Dr. Marg Kutz was appointed to Chester UMC in 2003, the Stephen Ministry 
was in decline.  She had been trained as a Stephen Leader in a previous appointment in 
Williamsburg and wanted to reignite the ministry.  Susan Henry, Louise Ross, Dee Watkins,
and Carol Young were trained as Stephen Leaders and recruited volunteers to form a new 
Stephen Ministry Class.  Since this time, Stephen Ministry has continued to contribute to
the life of  the church.

Through the years, Stephen Ministers have moved away from Chester or have retired from 
the Stephen Ministry, but with the help of  Pastor Nathan and the church staff, our ministry 
remains a strong and vital part of  the church.  It also continues to help Chester UMC be the
warm, welcoming, caring refuge in an “anxious, polarizing, confusing, fearful time” as Marg 
wrote in The Chimes back in 2010.  Although previous Stephen Ministers may no longer be serving 
on the team, the training they received is still relevant in their lives.  As Marg wisely remarked, 
“Stephen Ministry is a deeper way to care for one another, and having current and past Stephen Ministers 
as a part of  the congregation deepens the impact of  the Holy Spirit.”  

If  you or someone you know could benefit from speaking with a Stephen Minister, contact Steve Osborne
(sosbor60@gmail.com) or Pastor Nathan (nathandeker@chesterumc.org).

Beth VanDenBerg

Backpack Ministry

mailto:kgcomer@verizon.net
mailto:kgcomer@verizon.net
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/60B0D44A5A72BA75-57354304-chesterfield#/%60
mailto:ssfva@comcast.net
mailto:sosbor60@gmail.com
mailto:nathandeker@chesterumc.org
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Other Small Groups

Sunday Small Groups
Kidz Zone Children’s Sunday School: 9:45 AM. Rm 107 (Pre-K),  Rm. 206 (Grades 1-5). POC:  Juliana Paradie
julianaparadie@chesterumc.org. 
 
Adult Small Group Bible Study: 9:45 AM, Room 213 “Our Pad,” facilitated by Jeff  Marlin jeff.marlinabd@gmail.com.
 
Fresh Start Sunday School Class: 9:45 AM, Room 221, at the top of  the old stairway. Join the Fresh Start Sunday School
Class in study, fellowship, and service. All are welcome. POC:  Susan Petrey, (804) 938-5396. 
 
Friendship Ministry Class: 10:40 AM, Room 116, for adults who are developmentally challenged. POC:  Mari and Dan
Hayes, JLMinNaples@msn.com
 
The Gathering Small Group: 9:45 AM, Room 205. Join with other young families for a time of  study and fellowship. POC:
Brion & Sonja Seward 1bseward@comcast.net, Andrew Brummette.
 
Journey Sunday School Class: 9:45 AM, Annex and Google Meet, Video link: https://meet.google.com/ptm-pieh-vve.  Not
meeting August 24 and 31. POCs:  Carolyn Landis landisfamily05@gmail.com and Eric Hougland ehougland88@gmail.com
 
Seekers Sunday School Class: 9:40 AM, Room 226. All adults are welcome. Join us as we study, "Half  Truths: God Helps
Those Who Help Themselves and Other Things The Bible Doesn’t Say", by Adam Hamilton. In this five-week study, we
explore the whole truth by comparing common Christian clichés to the message and ministry of  Jesus. The clichés include
everything happens for a reason; God helps those who help themselves; God won't give you more than you can handle; God
said it, I believe it, that settles it; love the sinner, hate the sin. POC:  Gordon Jones JONESGJ215@gmail.com 
 
Senior Singles Sunday School Class: 9:45 AM, Parlor. POC:  Cynthia Corley cacorley@ctsi.net
 
Middle & High School Sunday School Class: 9:45 AM, Annex Loft. Grades 6-12. 
POC:  Juliana Paradie julianaparadie@chesterumc.org
 
Youth Group: Grades 6-12, 4:00 PM -5:30 PM, Annex. Resumes September 7. Meets weekly for fun, fellowship, and
outreach. POC:  Juliana Paradie julianaparadie@chesterumc.org 

Faith Keepers Women’s Prayer Group: Mondays, 9:00 AM at Grants Coffee Co. (11884 Chester Village DR). POC:  Sherri
Morris smorris787@aim.com 
 
Village People Study, Socialize, & Service Group: 3  Mondays, 2:00 PM, Community Room at Chester Village Senior
Apartments (11701 Chester Village Drive).

rd

 
Beginner Music Reading: Mondays, 7:00 PM, Music Suite. Resumes September 8. Learn to read music. POC: Tom McHugh,
(804) 240-2456,  vthokietom@gmail.com.
 
Joy Singers: Tuesdays, 10:30 AM, Music Suite. Resumes September 9. For our retired folks. This group sings for local nursing
home residents and community groups. POC:  Joshua Wortham  music@chesterumc.org
 
Grief Recovery Group: Tuesdays, 2:00 PM, Room 213. A Christ-centered program for those who have lost a loved one within
the past two years. $20 book fee. Scholarships available. POCs: Keith Mottley keith.mottley@comcast.net and Sandy Sims
sandygeosims@hotmail.com 
 
English as a Second Language (ESL) Classes: Tuesdays and Thursdays, 7:00 PM- 8:30 PM. New session begins August 26.
POC:  Pastor Nathan nathandecker@chesterumc.org 

Youth Bible Study: Wednesdays, 5:45 PM- 7:00 PM, Trinity UMC. Resumes August 27.
POC:  Juliana Paradie julianaparadie@chesterumc.org 
 
Kidz Zone Wacky Wednesdays: Wednesdays, 5:45 PM-7:00 PM, Trinity UMC, Resumes August 27. POC:  Juliana Paradie
julianaparadie@chesterumc.org 

mailto:julianaparadie@chesterumc.org
mailto:jeff.marlinabd@gmail.com
mailto:JLMinNaples@msn.com
mailto:1bseward@comcast.net
https://meet.google.com/ptm-pieh-vve
mailto:landisfamily05@gmail.com
mailto:ehougland88@gmail.com
mailto:JONESGJ215@gmail.com
mailto:cacorley@ctsi.net
mailto:julianaparadie@chesterumc.org
mailto:julianaparadie@chesterumc.org
mailto:julianaparadie@chesterumc.org
mailto:smorris787@aim.com
mailto:smorris787@aim.com
mailto:vthokietom@gmail.com
mailto:music@chesterumc.org
mailto:keith.mottley@comcast.net
mailto:sandygeosims@hotmail.com
mailto:sandygeosims@hotmail.com
mailto:nathandecker@chesterumc.org
mailto:nathandecker@chesterumc.org
mailto:julianaparadie@chesterumc.org
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Chancel Choir Rehearsals:  Wednesdays, 7:00 PM. Singers of  all skill levels are welcome to join. Resumes September 3. POC:
Joshua Wortham music@chesterumc.org 
 
Handbells: Wednesdays, 5:45 PM, Sanctuary. Resumes September 3. For Adults. POC:  Joshua Wortham
music@chesterumc.org 
 
Thursday Morning Men’s Bible Study: Thursdays, 7:30 AM, at Grants Coffee Company (11884 Chester Village Drive). POC:
Gordon Morris gordo15458@aim.com
 
Women’s Fellowship Luncheon: 3  Thursdays, 11:30 AM. Join us each month at a local restaurant for good food and great
conversation. POC:  Joan Osborne josbor61@gmail.com 

rd

 
Prayer Shawl Group: Thursdays, 1:30 PM, Parlor. All are invited to join! We can provide yarn and will happily teach you how
to knit or crochet. POCs:  Beverly Trevillian (804) 337-2367, and Betty Stone (804) 914-0433,  wva_lady@verizon.net 
 
United Methodist Men: Resumes in September. date TBA. For men who are seeking fellowship, mentorship, service to our
church and community, and to study The Word of  God with other men. POC:  Brion Seward 1bseward@comcast.com 
 
Women’s Christian Book Club: 1  Thursdays of  odd months, 6:30 PM, CUMC Parlor. POC:  Jennifer Brame
jrbrooksieee@gmail.com

st
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Fresh Start Sunday School Class
NEW TO CUMC? LOOKING FOR A SMALL GROUP? JOIN THE FRESH START SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASS IN
STUDY, FELLOWSHIP AND SERVICE

 Continuing through Labor Day--From Jesus to Constantine by Professor Bart D. Ehrman. Step back to Christianity's
first three centuries to see how it transitioned from the religion of  Jesus to a religion about Jesus. 
 Beginning September 7—In Knowing Who We Are: The Wesleyan Way of Grace, UMC pastor and Duke University
Associate Laceye Warner invites us to a richer understanding of  Wesleyan Christianity so we can have a clear sense of
identity, better express our own beliefs, and deepen our connection with The United Methodist Church. She introduces us
to important values and characteristics that make the Wesleyan way distinctive, including emphasizing God’s grace for all.

Fresh Start Class meets every Sunday morning at 9:45 in room 221 (at the top of  the “old” stairway). Visitors and new
members are always welcome. Call Susan Petrey, (804) 938-5396, for more information.

Other Small Groups (Continued)

Women’s Christian Book Club
The Women’s Christian Book Club extends a warm welcome to any ladies who
would like to join us for fellowship and book discussion. Even if  you haven’t had the
chance to read the current book, you’re still invited! 

We meet every other month (odd months) at 6:30 PM in the Parlor for book
discussion. In September we’ll talk about The Scarlet Thread by Francine Rivers. It’s
described as a Historical Christian Fiction story of  two women, centuries apart,
joined through a journal from the Oregon Trail.

The first Thursday of  even months we meet for social hour at Three Leg Run.
Contact Jennifer Brame, jrbrooksieee@gmail.com, for details about our gathering
August 7.

Link to buy The Scarlet Thread on Amazon: https://a.co/d/cfw5VZz

mailto:music@chesterumc.org
mailto:music@chesterumc.org
mailto:music@chesterumc.org
mailto:gordo15458@aim.com
mailto:josbor61@gmail.com
mailto:wva_lady@verizon.net
mailto:wva_lady@verizon.net
mailto:1bseward@comcast.com
mailto:1bseward@comcast.com
mailto:jrbrooksieee@gmail.com
mailto:jrbrooksieee@gmail.com
https://a.co/d/cfw5VZz


Dinner groups meet monthly September -
May for a casual meal at the host’s home. The
host provides a main dish and beverages, and

guests bring a side dish or dessert to share.
Hosting duty rotates on a volunteer basis, and

no one is required to host. Couples, singles,
and folks who are not CUMC members are

welcome to join the fun. Sign up in the
Sunday pew pad or call Mary Musselwhite,

(804) 330-0014.
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Rest Stop

Feed More Food Distribution
One of the many ways we love our neighbors and make a positive impact in our community is by assisting with food
distribution events at the Greenleigh Mobile Home Community. Four times a year, volunteers from Chester UMC spend
a Friday morning sorting and loading food for our neighbors in need.  This vital mission is a great opportunity to share
Jesus’ love and build connections in our community. The next event will be Friday, October 17, and sign up information
will be shared in the Sunday bulletin.

For more information about this and other missions at CUMC, contact Missions Chair Eric Hougland at
ehougland88@gmail.com.

REST STOP is a Chester UMC after school program designed to provide rest and encouragement to at-risk youth from
Thomas Dale High School. Our regular activities include snacks, conversation, homework, tutoring, games, outdoor
activities and dinner. Do you have a special gift to share with these young people or just an abundance of  love to give? A
small team is already assembled to support this ministry, but you are encouraged to join the effort! Call Susan to volunteer
or to sign up to provide a meal. Make a check payable to CUMC, (memo: Rest Stop) to help cover our small expenses
including gas for the church bus. You will leave REST STOP with a joyful heart, receiving more than you gave! Please
prayerfully consider how you can help. Contact REST STOP Team Leader Susan Petrey, (804) 938-5396, for more
information

Tim Dutch Evan Moody, Pam White, and Terri Moody Gordon Morris

mailto:ehougland88@gmail.com


United Methodist Women
UNITED METHODIST WOMEN (UMW) is to “be a community of women whose purpose is to
know God and to experience freedom as whole persons through Jesus Christ, to develop a
creative, supportive fellowship, and to expand concepts of mission through participation in the
global ministries of the church.” 

 The Jean Craig Fellowship will meet on Monday, August 4, 6:00 PM, to deliver homemade cookies to local fire and
police stations. Call Susan for details.
The Jean Craig Fellowship will meet on Monday, September 8, details to be determined.
The Jean Craig Fellowship will meet on Monday, October 6, 7 PM,  Room 205.
 Salad Luncheon—All Women of  the Church are invited to a luncheon meeting of  the UMW Sunday, October 12,
immediately following 11:00 AM worship. Bring a salad or dessert to share. The Jean Craig Fellowship will host. 
The Ada Mae Bookman Fellowship will resume meeting in the fall. Call Martha Miles, (804) 748-5476, for details.

Call Susan Petrey, (804) 938-5396, to learn more about UMW, our two participating fellowships, and how you can become
involved. 

Dear Chester UMC Family,
 
Greetings in the name of  our risen Lord, Savior, Master, and Redeemer! 
 
I want to express my deep thanks for the warm welcome on May 25, 2025, at Chester UMC. 
 
We acknowledge receipt of  your generous gift. It will fund six weeks of  uninterrupted counseling for twenty-five young
people, providing them hope and support in Liberia. This is huge. In communicating with your pastor and Ms. Julie Jones,
I expressed my gratitude for your generosity toward my ministry.
 
Please keep praying for us and help promote this vital ministry. In a few weeks, we will share our website for more
information and opportunity for direct contributions if  you are so led. Thank you, and may God bless you.
 
Blessings to you!
Rev. Charles F. Ledlum-Bates, Ph. D.

A Note of Thanks
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90 + Birthday Celebration
Sunday, July 13, we celebrated our
members and friends who are 90 and
above with a cake and ice cream
social. They are such a blessing to
our congregation!

 Left to right, standing:  Bennie
Wilkinson, Ileen Helm, Bobbie
Morrisette, Diane Higgins, Marie
Talley, Myra Simmons, Edward
Boroch, Ivey Gilliam, and Doug
Helm. Left to right, seated:  Dollie
Stone, Jane Spain, Audrey Comer.
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Memorials 
In Memory of  Louan Stanfield
Charles and Sharon Green - Music
Pat Jones  - Music
Lee and Louise Ross
Dorsey and Debby Howard - Music

In Memory of  June Gilliam
All Donations to the Music Fund
John and Pam Earley
Charles and Cheryl Green
Emory and Linda Large (Food Pantry)
Sue Matthews
Lee and Louise Ross
Don and Will Schmidt
Karen King
Sherry McDermott
April Peters and Family
Robert Goldstone
Geoffrey and Cyndi SeSueur

In Memory of  Lynn McHugh
All Donations to the Music Fund
David and Julie Ferry
Charles and Cheryl Green
Janis Hargrave
Pat Jones
Emory and Linda Large (Backpack)
Sue Matthews
Lee and Louise Ross
Don and Will Schmidt
Miles Waugh
Karen W. Brown
Jim and Barbara McGinn
Beth Vandenberg
Dorsey and Debby Howard 

Snacks for ESL
Food is a universal language and it has the power to bring
people together.

Do you enjoy sharing food with others? Please consider
volunteering this fall during ESL classes. We’re seeking snack
hosts to share 1 hour of  their time by providing food and
fellowship on a Tuesday or Thursday evening from 6:45 PM-
7:45 PM. Commit to just one evening a quarter or you could
sign up for more evenings each month. 

Homemade and store bought items are equally welcome. We
also welcome prepackaged donations of  snacks if  you don’t
have time to serve.

Please email Natalie Galarza at familygalarza05@gmail.com
if  you or your small group is interested in supporting this
powerful program. 

Thank you!

Thank you!
On behalf  of  those we serve, thank you to all who contributed funds or canned goods to
replenish the food pantry shelves during the “Christmas in July” campaign. Your generosity
makes a profound difference in the lives of  our neighbors who are facing food insecurity. Thank
you for loving our neighbors and impacting our community! 

Though the campaign has ended, financial support and canned goods are always welcome and
gratefully accepted.

mailto:familygalarza05@gmail.com
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Stewardship 
Who will inherit your assets?
 
Many of us put off creating a will because it’s uncomfortable to think about death and that aspect of our future. The good
news is, writing a will is actually a powerful act of care—it gives you peace of mind knowing your wishes will be honored
and your loved ones will be taken care of. With the help of a trusted advisor, the process can be far less daunting than
expected. Remember, without a will, state laws determine how your estate is handled.
 
Documenting your wishes in a will gives you the opportunity to make a lasting difference in causes that matter most to
you. Have you named Chester UMC as a beneficiary in your estate plan? Whether it’s a specific amount, a percentage of
your estate, or a gift of property or assets, your generosity can help continue Chester UMC’s mission and ministry for
future generations. Help ensure Chester UMC is around for the future by simply naming it as a beneficiary. Peace be with
you.

Bryon Wall, Stewardship Chairperson 

Partnership Opportunities

We are so excited to continue strengthening our relationships with Bermuda Hundred and Trinity United Methodist
Churches. National Night Out and Chester Fest are two great opportunities to make new friends and share God’s love
with others. We are blessed, let’s be a blessing to our beloved community of  Chester!

Chester UMC will have a shared booth at Chester Fest, along with
Bermuda Hundred and Trinity UMCs. We need three volunteers to
offer hospitality and greet folks at the festival (sign up here:  
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/8050E4FAAA72AA4FD0-
57604269-chesterfest). We’re also looking for volunteers to donate
handwritten notes of positivity to be given out during the festival.
Please turn notes in to the office by September 24.

Chester Fest
Saturday, September 27, 10 AM - 4 PM

11804 Centre St, Chester

No volunteers needed for National Night
Out - just show up and have a great time!

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/8050E4FAAA72AA4FD0-57604269-chesterfest
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/8050E4FAAA72AA4FD0-57604269-chesterfest


Thank you to all who donated in July. The American Red Cross
collected 32 units of blood, which can save up to 96 lives!

Link to donate: https://www.redcrossblood.org/give.html/drive-
results?zipSponsor=chesterumcva 

The next blood drive will be Wednesday, October 8, and it’s not too 
early to sign up. 

Blood Drive
Wednesday, August 6 

10 AM - 3 PM 
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Chester UMC Staff

Kroger Community Rewards
Thanks to all who have linked Kroger cards to Chester United
Methodist Church. Last quarter, 123 households participated,
generating a reward of $400.13 for Chester UMC. With your
linked card you still maintain all the same savings and rewards,
and Chester UMC also receives a donation. 

To participate, click link below or scan QR code. 
https://www.kroger.com/i/community/community-rewards 

Kids’ Koinonia Communion Class
Sunday, September 28, 4 PM, Room 226

This class is designed for children in first through fourth grade. Pastor Nathan will
teach about about how God loves us through bread, juice, and Jesus. More details

and sign up information will be shared in the Sunday bulletin.

Lead Pastor:  Nathan Decker nathandecker@chesterumc.org
Minister of  Music:  Joshua Wortham music@chesterumc.org
Director of  Christian Formation:  Juliana Paradie julianaparadie@chesterumc.org
Office Manager:  Michelle Couvillion office@chesterumc.org
Office Assistant:  Sally Maxwell assistant@chesterumc.org
Financial Administrator:  Julie Jones finance@ chesterumc.org
Nursery Specialists:  Morgan Hall and Carla Adams
MS and HS Youth Ministry:  Emily Smith, Jessica Hargraves youthleaders@chesterumc.org

https://www.redcrossblood.org/give.html/drive-results?zipSponsor=chesterumcva
https://www.redcrossblood.org/give.html/drive-results?zipSponsor=chesterumcva
https://www.redcrossblood.org/give.html/drive-results?zipSponsor=chesterumcva
https://www.kroger.com/i/community/community-rewards
https://www.kroger.com/i/community/community-rewards
mailto:nathandecker@chesterumc.org
mailto:music@chesterumc.org
mailto:julianaparadie@chesterumc.org
mailto:office@chesterumc.org
mailto:assistant@chesterumc.org
mailto:youthleaders@chesterumc.org


August 1 
Laura Deck 
Amanda Doyle 
Mathew Eapen 
Bryan Farmer 
Nancy Herrmann 
Collin Martinko 
Brandon Stone 
 
August 2 
Joyce Bratton 
John Hall 
Joshua McCotter 
 
August 3 
Laci Hughes 
Monty Nunery 
 
August 4 
Caroline Amsel 
Maggie Bradford 
Fae Hardee 
Emily Keys 
Brittany Lawson 
David Poulsen 
Davis Roper 
 
August 5 
Elaine Kelley 
Connie Martin 
Douglas Poulsen 
Jennie Sisler 
Shirlen Wilson 
 
August 6 
Bill Sisler 
Will Strickler 
Bob Waldrop 
 
August 7 
Gina Dobbs
Nico Galarza 
Don R. Higgins 
David Johnson 
Sue Matthews 
Beth Stewart 
Paula Stroupe 
Betty Tatum 
Emily Woodard 
 
August 8 
Rebecca Parker 
James Waddill 
 
August 9 
Sharon Edmiston 
Julia Harbert
Nicole Lowry

August 10 
Kelsey Green 
Patrick Lloyd 
Bill Schaffer 
Kay Williams 
 
August 11 
Chris Hardee 
Colton Kasky 
Jennifer Lerch 
Ellie Martin 
Lynn Melton 
Pam Overton 
Jim Strawn
Susan Young
 
August 12 
Drew Coker 
Terri Dombrowski 
Carly Beth Edwards 
Garland Jones 
Anna Kerr 
Dante Latimer 
Beth Powner 
Shelly Shiflett 
 
August 13 
Caitlin Carraway 
Nancy Ferrell 
James Hargraves 
Rebecca Hodell 
Krista Hutchins 
April Ross 
Billy Talley IV 
 
August 14 
Ward Bizzell 
Juliana Paradie 
Suzanne Ridout 
Daniel Stanfield 
 
August 15 
Rich Bonham 
Leigh Ann Kiebler 
Daren McCants 
 
August 16 
Adam Arnold 
Pamela Avery 
Dana Bittenbender 
Susan Jackson 
Terry Kelley 
Terry Wisegarver 
 
August 17 
Karen Akom 
Kathy Bradshaw 

August 17 (Cont’d)
Rachel Degraba 
Tony DePhillip 
Dee Fisher 
Casey Gaffney 
Cy Jernigan 
Ralph Jones 
Courtney Lang 
Elizabeth Stone 
Amanda Woodman 
  
August 18 
Rachel Zwennes 
  
August 19 
Ashley Baylor 
Ted Moore, Jr. 
Emma Stroupe 
Matthew Trinkle 
Samuel Wisegarver 
Michael Woods 
Cindy Yuoconis 
  
August 20 
Sandra Dishman 
J.M. Henry IV 
Cindy Hurt 
Kent Koller 
James Lee 
Brenda McCormac 
Joe Tyus 
Kim Wisniewski 
Harley Young, Sr. 
  
August 21 
Amber Chadwick 
Katianna Stone 
Dick Weis 
  
August 22 
Taylor Flowers, Jr. 
Caroline Frank 
Emmett Harper III 
David Krukiel 
  
August 23 
Michelle Daniels 
Larry Smith 
J.P. Spinner, Jr. 
Jason Williamson 
  
August 24 
Joel Beck Sarmiento 
Debbie Freed 
Danielle Irving 
Leslie Magnin 
Linda Nabors 
Jon Phillips

August 25 
Edward Bizzell, Jr. 
Frank Jackson 
Augie Kunnecke
Henjo Mey 
 
August 26 
Debbie Banty 
Kristen Bishop 
Marshall Henry III 
J.R. Irvin 
Regan Martinko 
 
August 27 
Jake Akom 
Brandon Grubbs 
Shannon Johnson 
Katie Perry 
 
August 28 
C.J. Garrett 
Doris Hancock 
Brett Hankey 
Jennifer Lenz 
Mark Markwood 
Jayme Thysell 
Lyne Williams 
 
August 29 
Tanya Allen 
Syrl Ellis 
Sam Higgins 
Kameron Melton 
 
August 30 
Brittany Angle 
Logan Byrne 
Elijah Decker 
Sherry Grooms 
Summer Lannan 
Jeff Maher 
Karen Showers 
Sabrina Slaasted 
Camryn Valley 
 
August 31 
Grady Andrews, Jr. 
Rob Covington 
Blakely Koob 
Anita Nugent 
Lynn Weis
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August Birthdays



September Birtdhays
September 1 
Nathaniel Anderson 
Wayne Ewalt 
Megan Matthews 
Jeff Slaasted 
  
September 2 
Doug Alexander 
Dave Anderson 
James Bartlett 
Samantha Black 
Patrick O’Connell
Joan Pugh 
Libbie Roberts 
Henry Williams 
  
September 3 
Ryan Burnette 
Piper Pospahala 
Ginny Virag 
  
September 4 
Kandy Baker 
Tristan Walls 
Carter Williams 
  
September 5 
Anna Arnold 
April Buchanan 
Zoey Hargraves 
Eric McHugh 
Lisa Sharpe 
Sharon Wilson 
  
September 6 
Anne Burkhardt 
Shannon McCotter 
Katie Seitz 
Gerald Stewart 
MayMay Stone 
  
September 7 
Joan Dick 
Miranda Lojek 
Elizabeth McLendon 
Derek Sharpe 
Savannah Talley 
Wes Taylor 
James Thomas, Jr. 
  
September 8 
Cory Chatham 
Zac Hewett 
Gretchen Hodell 
Pat Jones 

September 9 
David Ford 
Cindy Hall 
Herb McCulloch 
Susan Nixon 
Allison Ridout 
Spencer Seyb 
 
September 10 
Danika Bala 
Savannah Dizon 
Robin Dougherty 
Gordon McConnell 
Joanna McVicker 
Stephanie Potvin 
  
September 11 
Jack Marshall 
Steve Osborne 
Jan Spohn 
  
September 12 
MaryAnn Hamilton 
Jane Huffman 
Jordan Lee 
Anne Mann 
  
September 13 
Macks McCants IV 
Jeanne Shelburne 
Bryant Tankard 

September 14 
Benjamin Bowles 
Dan Dutton 
Bernard McCoy, Jr. 
  
September 15 
Jim Dyson, Jr. 
John Ryan Irvin 
Mark Lewis 
Beckett Matthews 
Richard Noblitt 
Kinsey Slaasted 
Melissa Taylor 
Tommy Vilak 
  
September 16 
Yurii Browning 
Gail Feind 
Jonathan Ridout  
 
September 17 
Deborah Birk 
Linda Cooper 

September 18 
Charles Green 
Louise Jones 
Jan Lewis 
Bill Lloyd, Jr. 
Ryleigh Overstreet 
Hannah Verghese 
 
September 19 
Sara Davis 
Matthew Ellis 
Shelby Hancock 
Molly Jones 
Joe Mannetta 
Karen Nash 
Marian Perkinson 
 
September 20 
Sherie Orton 
Brion Seward 
Davis Topping 
 
September 21 
Sandra Drees 
Steve Freed 
Paul Ireland III 
Jo Kiser 
Keith Mottley 
Caitlyn Partin 
Andy Whiteside 
 
September 22 
Richard Chitwood, Sr. 
Lee Ann Hill 
Stephen Lannan
Bradley Munchel 
Henry Stone IV 
 
September 23 
Madison Beckner 
Shawn Blood 
Mark Ferrer 
Ella Westbrook 
 
September 24 
Ashish Bala 
Erica Radford 
 
September 25 
Brian Akom 
Alysia Boettcher 
Delaney Bradley 
Amy Harbert
Tracey Kellam 

September 26
Chloe Lerch 
Tom Roper 
  
September 27 
Margie Beckner
Kathy Fox 
Natalie Mauro 
  
September 28 
Sam Bennett 
David Ellis 
Tori Gray 
Sammy McKnight 
Katelyn Talley 
  
September 29 
Ryan Bowman 
Jan Cyphers 
Tim Dutch
Andrew Dyson 
Mark Freed 
Emily Smith 
  
September 30 
Cassandra Awalt 
Mary Jo Comeaux 
Leigh Dicks 
Brady Dyson 
Abbie Edmonds 
Ian Fleeman 
Madison Keffer 
Madelyn Martinko
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 Articles for The Chimes may be submitted to assistant@chesterumc.org.

 

CHESTER UMC ONLINE RESOURCES 

Website: www.chesterumc.org 
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/ChesterUnitedMethodistChurch/ Facebook Closed Group:
https://www.facebook.com/groups/ChesterUMC/ Daily Email News: Visit http://eepurl.com/blV9Tv to
subscribe. YouTube: https://www.youtube.com/c/ChesterUMC Prayer Chain Email: Submit your name and
email address to office@chesterumc.org with “Prayer Chain” in the subject line to subscribe.

The deadline for submission to the October/November edition is Wednesday, September 17.

Texting Ministry: Text “Connect” to (804) 979-2922 

Call the Church Office, (804) 748-6006, for more information. 

Regular church office hours are 8:30 AM - 2:00 PM Monday-Thursday. If you

need to visit the office after 2:00 PM, kindly schedule the visit in advance. 
The office will be closed Monday, September 1

Chester United Methodist Church
12132 Percival Street 
Chester, VA 23831 

mailto:assistant@chesterumc.org
http://www.chesterumc.org/
http://www.chesterumc.org/
https://www.facebook.com/ChesterUnitedMethodistChurch/
https://www.facebook.com/ChesterUnitedMethodistChurch/
https://www.facebook.com/ChesterUnitedMethodistChurch/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/ChesterUMC/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/ChesterUMC/
http://eepurl.com/blV9Tv
http://eepurl.com/blV9Tv
https://www.youtube.com/c/ChesterUMC
https://www.youtube.com/c/ChesterUMC
https://www.youtube.com/c/ChesterUMC
mailto:office@chesterumc.org

