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CUMC STAFF DIRECTORY 
 

Ministers ...................................................................................... All Disciples of the Congregation 
Lead Pastor: Nathan Decker ............................................................. nathandecker@chesterumc.org  
Minister of Music: Joshua Wortham ............................................................ music@chesterumc.org 
Pastoral Intern: Evan Moody ............................................................. youthleaders@chesterumc.org  
Office Manager: Michelle Couvillion ........................................................... office@chesterumc.org  
Office Assistant: Sally Maxwell .............................................................. assistant@chesterumc.org  
Financial Administrator: Julie Jones .......................................................... finance@chesterumc.org   
Nursery Specialists .................................................................................. Carla Adams, Morgan Hall 
Children’s Ministry: Whitney Graham .................................................. preschool@chesterumc.org  
MS & HS Youth Ministry: Evan Moody ........................................... youthleaders@chesterumc.org  
Preschool Director: Whitney Graham .................................................... preschool@chesterumc.org 

WORSHIP MUSIC 
Where Could I Go? 
Soon and Very Soon 

Christus Victor 
Great Adventure 

 
 

                    SPECIAL MUSIC 
The River 

Peyton Lassiter 
 

Lord of the Dance 
Sharon Robertson & Joshua Wortham 

SCRIPTURE 
Genesis 32:22-32   NRSVUE 

 

 

MESSAGE 
Blessed Wrestling 
Rev. Jessie Colwell 
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FRESH START SERVICE 

November 16, 2025 - 8:30 AM 
 

Please sign the attendance pad and pass it to your neighbor. 
 
 
 

WORSHIP MUSIC 
Let God Arise 

Father, Spirit, Jesus 
Trust In God 
I Will Follow 

 

SPECIAL MUSIC 
The River 

 Peyton Lassiter 
 

SCRIPTURE 
Genesis 32:22-32   NRSVUE 

 
MESSAGE 

Blessed Wrestling 
Rev. Jessie Colwell 
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A Community in Christ 
Chester United Methodist Church 

Embrace – Love - Impact 
12132 Percival Street, Chester, Virginia 23831 * Church: (804) 748-6006  
Web Site:  www.chesterumc.org * A Stephen Ministry Congregation 
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November 16, 2025 A Service of Worship and Praise    11:00 AM
  
   

 Welcome, Announcements, and Greeting 
 
 Prelude Lord of the Dance Sharon Robertson, Pianist 
   Joshua Wortham, Organist 
 
* Call to Worship1  Don Schmidt, Liturgist 
  Leader: We gather here in anticipation, 
  People: seeking an encounter with our Holy God, 
  Leader: who comes among us when we least expect it, 
  People: who invites us to wrestle with our questions and doubts, 
  Leader: who richly blesses us, and calls us each by name. 
  People: Let’s worship God together! 
* Opening Prayer2 

  Lord Jesus, in grace you promise us grace and every spiritual blessing. Remind us of  
 your promises because we need them. We often falter in our faith and forget about your 

ever-present help. Strengthen our grasp upon your promises and therefore our desire to 
pray according to them. Move us to approach you confidently with your words in mind. 
In your name we pray. Amen. 

    
* Hymn No. 133 Leaning on the Everlasting Arms  
* Affirmation of Faith No. 881 
* Gloria Patri No. 70 

 Glory be to the father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; as it was in the beginning, 
is now and ever shall be, world without end. Amen. Amen. 

 
 Anthem  A Quiet Place Chancel Choir 
  
 Why We Give   

Offertory  The River Peyton Lassiter 
* Doxology No. 94  
  Praise God from whom all blessings flow; praise God, all creatures here below:  
  Alleluia! Alleluia! Praise God, the source of all our gifts!  
  Praise Jesus Christ, whose power uplifts! Praise the Spirit, Holy Spirit!  
  Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 
  



Pastoral Prayer and The Lord’s Prayer 
  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 
  Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
  Give us this day our daily bread. 
  And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
  And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. 
  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen 
  
 Hymn No. 393 Spirit of the Living God 
  
 Scripture Genesis 32:22-30 NRSVUE 
 
 Sermon  Blessed Wrestling Rev. Jessie Colwell 
 
* Hymn No. 593 Here I Am, Lord  
 
* Benediction 
   
* Choral Amen   Chancel Choir 

 
*   Please stand as you are able.  Bold print indicates a response in unison. 
 

 
1 https://re-worship.blogspot.com/2011/07/call-to-worship-genesis-32.html 
2 https://www.stpaulsbangor.com/sermons/genesis-3222-30-wrestle-with-god-and-win/ 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



Calendar 
November 16, 2025– November 23, 2025 

 
 

 

Today: Sunday, November 16 
 8:15 AM Nursery until 12:00 PM 
   8:30 AM Fresh Start Worship-DFH 
 9:45 AM Bridge Worship -

Sanctuary 
  Sun Sch PreK-107 
  Sun Sch Gr K-5-206 
  Adult SS-Various 
  Youth Sunday School 
 11:00 AM Traditions Worship- 

Sanctuary 
 2:00 PM Surviving the Holidays- 

226 
 6:30 PM Gender Identity- 226 
 

Monday: November 17 
 6:30 PM Boy Scouts- DFH   

Tuesday: November 18 
 10:30 AM Joy Singers 
 2:00 PM Grief Share- 213 
 3:00 PM Rest Stop- Youth House 

(Annex)  
 7:00 PM ESL Celebration- DFH   

Wednesday: November 19 
 12:00 PM Bulletin Submissions Due 
 5:45 PM Handbell Choir 
 5:45 PM Wacky Wednesday-

Trinity  
 6:00 PM Cub Scouts-226 
 6:15 PM Youth Bible Study-Trinity 
 6:30 PM  Girl Scout- DFH 
 7:00 PM Chancel Choir 

 
Thursday: November 20 
          11:30 AM Women’s Fellowship 

Lunch- Peking Chester 
 1:30 PM Prayer Shawl- Parlor 
 6:00 PM People First- DFH 
 6:30 PM Young Adults Bible 

Study-Youth House  
 7:00 PM ESL- Library 
  
Friday: November 21 
 6:00 PM 5th/6th Grade Game Night- 

Youth House (Annex) 
 

Saturday: November 22 
 7:00 AM Running for HIS Glory-

CUMC Parking Lot 
  
Next Sunday: November 23 
 8:15 AM Nursery until 12 PM 
 8:30 AM Fresh Start Worship-DFH 
 9:45 AM Bridge Worship- 

Sanctuary 
  Sun Sch PreK-107 
  Sun Sch Gr K-5-206 
  Adult SS-Various 
  Youth Sunday School 
 11:00 AM Traditions Worship- 

Sanctuary 
 5:00 PM Youth, Advent Wreath 

Potluck-Trinity UMC 
 
 

  
 
 
  
 
                                  



 

 

Our Parish Nurse, Cindy Webb, is available today, 9:00 AM in Room 105. 
 
Guest Speaker Rev. Jessie Colwell has been serving as the Director of Clergy Excellence for the 
Virginia Conference UMC for the past five years. There she journeys with clergy from 
provisional membership to retirement. Before receiving this position, she served in a large 
church, a mid-sized church, and a three-point charge. She has been in ministry for 16 years, is the 
author of two books, and has served on local, national, and global committees within The United 
Methodist Church. She is married to Nelson and is mom to her 10-year-old son, Dean.   
 
CCHASM Thanksgiving Meal: TODAY IS THE LAST DAY! Monetary donations are also 
gratefully accepted to help CCHASM purchase grocery gift cards in bulk at a discounted price. 
(Write "CCHASM Thanksgiving" on your check memo line.) Please place food donations in the 
bin in the Church Missions Closet. POC: Barbara Yandle dkyandle@verizon.net  
 
Surviving the Holidays: TODAY at 2:00 PM-4:00 PM, Room 226. Navigating the Holidays After 
Loss by GriefShare is a practical, Christ-centered resource for those facing the holidays after 
losing a loved one. POC: Rev. Keith Mottley at keith.mottley@comcast.net   
 
Poinsettia & Wreath Sales: Order Today! Help beautify the Sanctuary for Christmas.  
Fresh Poinsettias and Wreaths will adorn the church from Sunday, December 14, through 
December 28. Find the order form in this bulletin. Wreaths will remain in the Sanctuary windows 
and will not be taken home, please. Please order wreaths to donate to the church. Poinsettias may 
be taken home after worship on December 28. Please make checks payable to CUMC 
 (Memo: wreath or poinsettia on payment ) Orders are due no later than Sunday, November 30.  
 
Surviving the Holidays: TODAY at 2:00 PM-4:00 PM, Room 226. Navigating the Holidays After 
Loss by GriefShare is a practical, Christ-centered resource for those facing the holidays after 
losing a loved one. POC: Rev. Keith Mottley at keith.mottley@comcast.net   
 
Cookies Needed for the UMW Christmas Cookie Sale: The UMW will be selling homemade 
Christmas cookies by the tin following both worship services on 
Sunday, December 14, UM Women and members of the congregation, please commit to donating 
homemade cookies. Cookies should be delivered to the church kitchen on Saturday,  
December 13, 9:00 AM-12:00 PM. Questions? Call or email Susan Petrey, (804) 938-5396, 
s_petrey@hotmail.com and leave your name, phone number, how many dozen and what kind of 
cookie you will prepare. Thank you! 
 
 

We are truly blessed if you are a guest who has chosen to worship with us today! 
First-time guests are invited to pick up a blue Welcome Bag from the Atrium or 

Narthex.  Thank you for celebrating the Lord with us today! 
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Keep In Prayer: Carol Koon; Sarah Mundell Buchanan; Bobby Edwards; Emily Comer; Kelly 
Henderson; Mel Talley; Cynthia Corley; Becky York; Cathy Epps; Wayne Scruton; Dorothy 
Gonzalez; George Kraynak; Dick & Lynn Weis; Stephen Kelley; Bruce Highley; Ann Stuart; 
Billy Hopson; Bert Watson; Jennifer Brame; Jim & Jeanne Shelburne; Jo Kiser;  Ella Hilton; 
Erika Hilton; Susan Young; Harold Worcester; Brooke & Mary Ann Hamilton; Summer Lannan; 
Wayne & Ginny Virag; Lynda Richardson. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Chester UMC Online Resources 
Website:  www.chesterumc.org. 
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/ChesterUnitedMethodistChurch/. 
Facebook Closed Group: https://www.facebook.com/groups/ChesterUMC/. 
Instagram: Instagram.com/chesterumc  
Daily Email News: Visit http://eepurl.com/blV9Tv to subscribe. 
Daily Devotionals from Pastor Nathan:  https://www.facebook.com/BetterTogether.Devos/. 
YouTube: https://www.youtube.com/c/ChesterUMC. 
Prayer Chain Email: to subscribe or to submit a prayer request, email Michelle at 
office@chesterumc.org with “Prayer Chain” or “Prayer Request” in the subject line. 
The Chimes – Submit items to assistant@chesterumc.org no later than the 3rd Wednesday of 
January, March, May, July, September, and November. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Our Presence on Sunday, November 9, 2025 
8:30 AM Fresh Start ............................98 
9:45 AM Bridge ...................................45 
11:00 AM Traditions..........................151 
Online ...................................................55 
Total ..................................................349 
 

 
   

 
 
 
 

     Leading Our Worship Today, Sunday, November 16, 2025 
Greeters:  8:30  Laura Hougland 
 9:45  Brenda & Jesse Stacy 
                     11:00  Teresa Dombrowski, Pam Kasky    
 Ushers:        8:30   Will Herrmann*, Bill Comer           * Head Usher 
 9:45   Gordon Morris*, Pat Stanfield                         
 11:00   Beth Stewart*, Joan & Steve Osborne, Tom Petrey, Don Schmidt 

 Donut Disciple:     Laura Hougland     
 Nursery:       Carla Adams, Morgan Hall 
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Advent Class: Sunday, December 7 & 14, 6:30 PM, Room 226. In the squeeze and rush leading 
up to Christmas, we seldom get the full story. In this two-week study we will consider the before 
story and the after story. Both Biblical accounts shed critical light on the significance of the birth 
of Jesus. Marg Kutz will be facilitating this study. Bring your Bible. No registration is required 
unless you want to participate in the class through zoom. Sign up in the pew pad, today! 
 

Christmas Cards for Veterans: Stop by the Church Office and grab some blank Christmas cards 
to fill out for a Veteran. Spread some Christmas cheer. Please return Christmas cards to the 
Missions Closet no later than December 7. Please do not seal cards, and just sign the card with 
your first name only. POC: Karen Cole karen.k.cole.67@gmail.com    
 

CC Wells Literacy Night: Wednesday, December 10, 5:30 PM- 7:30 PM. CC Wells Elementary 
is looking for volunteers for their stations and activities during Literacy Night! For information  
Please contact Tamara Dowie at (561) 254-5951 or email her at  tamara_dowie@ccpsnet.net. 
 

Christmas Cookie Sale: Sunday, December 14, The UMW will be selling homemade Christmas 
cookies by the tin following both worship services. Proceeds will go to support our gifts to 
mission local, national and international. Sign up in the pew register with your name, phone 
number, whether you’d like a $5, $10 or $20 tin, and whether you have any food restrictions 
(gluten, peanuts, etc.). You will pick your tin, go down the row and make your choice of cookies 
to fill the tin. The tins are not prefilled unless you call and specifically request prefilled. All 
orders are due no later than December 7. POC: Susan Petrey, (804) 938-5396. 
 

Zelle Giving: Zelle is a great way to send your donations to the church. Find Zelle 
in the mobile banking app of your bank. You must have a smartphone to use Zelle. 
Our e-mail address is finance@chesterumc.org  Simply select the Zelle payment 
option on your bank's app, input our e-mail address above or scan this QR Code.  
POC: Julie Jones, Financial Administrator, finance@chesterumc.org 

 
The Church Office Will Be Closed on Wednesday, November 26 and Thursday, November 27 
in observance of Thanksgiving.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                                             
 

     Leading Our Worship Next Sunday, November 23, 2025 
 Greeters:  8:30   Andy & Eileen Steck 
 9:45    Andy Steck & McDuff 
                     11:00   Martha Miles, Mary Musselwhite    
 Ushers:        8:30     Gordon Morris*, Ron Dombrowski                 * Head Usher 
 9:45    Jim Watkins*, Kim Young                         
 11:00    Herb McCulloch*, Dean Hutchins, Larry Koon, 
     Tom Petrey, Scott Pugh 

 Donut Disciple:       Eileen Steck      
 Nursery:         Carla Adams, Morgan Hall 
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   Poinsettia & Wreath Order Form                                              
7-Inch Pot of Red Poinsettias - $25.00 each 

    Fresh Wreaths - $40.00 each 
Fresh Poinsettias will adorn our church from December 14, through December 28. We will 
also hang fresh wreaths on the Sanctuary windows. Please order wreaths to donate to the 
church. Wreaths must stay at the church and will not be taken home, please. Poinsettias may 
be taken home after worship on Sunday, December 28. 
                             All orders are due by Sunday, November 30. 

Name ____________________________________ Cell Phone_____________________ 

E-Mail ___________________________________________________________ 

My Order: ________   (Qty.) Red Poinsettia(s) at $25.00 each         $__________ 

                  ________   (Qty.) Fresh Wreath(s) at $40.00 each             $__________ 

                                                                                             TOTAL  $__________ 

      Please include payment with your order. 
Checks payable to CUMC; Memo: Poinsettias/Wreaths  
 
I would like my Poinsettia/Wreath Dedication(s) to read (circle honor or memory):  

1) In Honor/Memory of ______________________________________________ 

By:  _______________________________________________________________ 

2) In Honor/Memory of ______________________________________________ 

By: ________________________________________________________________ 

3) In Honor/Memory of_______________________________________________ 

By: __________________________________________________________ 


