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November 30, 2025 - 9:45 AM

SCRIPTURE

WO}ISHIP MUSIC Isaiah 2:1-5 NRSVUE
. I'l Fly Away . Psalm 122 UMH 845
Leaning On the Everlasting Arms
How Great Is Our God MESSAGE

Awesome is the Lord Most High Weapons to Wage Peace

Rev. Nathan Decker

Having trouble seeing the screen? Just ask an usher for a copy of today’s large print song lyrics.

Assisted Listening Devices are available for anyone who has trouble hearing during worship in
the Sanctuary. Please ask an usher for a device.

CUMC STAFF DIRECTORY

IMINUSEETS .vvvevieiviecereereete et eeteesereeereereeveesteestaeeabeeaveenbeebeessnenenas All Disciples of the Congregation
Lead Pastor: Nathan Decker ..........ccocevirieienieiereeieeeeeeee. nathandecker@chesterumc.org
Minister of Music: Joshua Wortham............cccevvieviieriiiiciniiieeeceeeeeee, music(@chesterumc.org
Pastoral Intern: Evan Moody ..........ccccceveviiiviciinniienieneesee e youthleaders@chesterumc.org
Office Manager: Michelle Couvillion...........cccoevveviiiiiiiicciiceesee e office@chesterumc.org
Office Assistant: Sally Maxwell .........ccccoeevieviieiieniieniiniesieceeeeeeieenn assistant@chesterumc.org
Financial Administrator: Julie JONeS........cc.cceeevereieeviiereenierienieeieeieenieens finance(@chesterumc.org
NUISEIY SPECIALISTS....icvviirieiieiiieceiicie ettt et e etre e eteeteesaeesereeereesreeares Carla Adams, Morgan Hall
Children’s Ministry: Whitney Graham ............ccccoeeveeviieviienieniecre e, preschool@chesterumc.org
MS & HS Youth Ministry: Evan Moody .........cccccevvevierienveeieennennn, youthleaders@chesterumc.org

Preschool Director: Whitney Graham.............ccoecveevienienienienieeieeienns preschool@chesterumc.org
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A Community in Christ

Chester United Methodist Church

Embrace — Love - Impact
12132 Percival Street, Chester, Virginia 23831 * Church: (804) 748-6006
Web Site: www.chesterumc.org * A Stephen Ministry Congregation

@) FRESH START SERVICE @)
[ November 30, 2025 - 8:30 AM
Please sign the attendance pad and pass it to your neighbor.

WORSHIP MUSIC
Majestic
Awesome is the Lord Most High
How Great Is Our God
King of Kings

(

SCRIPTURE
Isaiah 2:2-5 NRSVUE

MESSAGE

Walk in the Light
Evan Moody

Having trouble seeing the screen? Just ask an usher for a copy of today’s large print song lyrics.

Assisted Listening Devices are available for anyone who has trouble hearing during worship in
the Sanctuary. Please ask an usher for a device.



about:blank

November 30, 2025 A Service of Worship and Praise 11:00 AM
1" Sunday in_Advent

Welcome, Announcements, and Greeting
Prelude Gesu Bambino Jean Wallace, Organist

*  Call to Worship' Evan Moody, Liturgist
Leader: This year has been devastating...
People: Wildfires, hurricanes, shootings, turmoil
Leader: It would be so easy to give in to apathy, to let our hearts grow dark with despair.
People: But there is a light shining in the darkness.
The candle is lit.
Leader: A single candle, a small voice, a still reminder...
People: Hope.
Leader: Hope in the Word proclaimed by the prophets.
People: Hope.
Leader: Hope in the Promise of Emmanuel.
People: Hope.
Leader: Hope in the birth of our Savior.
People: Hope.

*  Opening Prayer?
Merciful God, always with us, always coming: We confess that we do not know how to
prepare for your Advent. We have forgotten how to hope in miracles. We have ignored
the promise of your kingdom. We get distracted by all the busyness of this season.
Forgive us, God. Grant us the simple wonder of the shepherds, the intelligent courage of
the Magi, and the patient faith of Mary and Joseph, that we may journey with them to
Bethlehem and find the good news of a child born for us. Now, in the quiet of our
hearts, we ask you to make us ready for his coming. Amen.

*  Hymn No. 196 Come, Thou Long Expected Jesus

*  Affirmation of Faith No. 881

*  Gloria Patri No. 70
Glory be to the father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; as it was in the beginning,
is now and ever shall be, world without end. Amen. Amen.

Anthem Waiting Chancel Choir



Scripture Reading Psalm 122

Why We Give
Offertory O Come, O Come, Emmanuel
Doxology No. 94

No. 845

Jean Wallace, Organist

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; praise God, all creatures here below:

Alleluia! Alleluia! Praise God, the source of all our gifts!

Praise Jesus Christ, whose power uplifts! Praise the Spirit, Holy Spirit!

Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!

Pastoral Prayer and The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.

And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.

And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen

Hymn No. 204 Emmanuel, Emmanuel
Scripture Isaiah 2:1-5

Sermon Weapons to Wage Peace

Hymn No. 206 I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light
Benediction

Choral Amen

NRSVUE

Rev. Nathan Decker

Chancel Choir

Please stand as you are able. Bold print indicates a response in unison.

Uhttps://worshipswake.wordpress.com/2017/11/27/advent-candles-lighting-2017/
2 Worship and Song Resources, pg. 7, #5, Janet Cawley.



Calendar
November 30, 2025— December 7, 2025

Today: Sunday, November 30

8:15 AM Nursery until 12:00 PM

8:30 AM Fresh Start Worship-DFH

9:45 AM Bridge Worship -
Sanctuary
Sun Sch PreK-107
Sun Sch Gr K-5-206
Adult SS-Various
Youth Sunday School

11:00 AM Traditions Worship-

Sanctuary

4:00 PM  Youth Group- Youth
House (Annex)

Monday: December 1
6:30 PM Boy Scouts- DFH
7:00 PM Jean Craig-205
7:00 PM Choir Rehearsal-
Sanctuary

Tuesday: December 2
10:30 AM Joy Singers
2:00 PM Grief Share- 213
2:00 PM Stephen Ministers-226
3:00 PM Rest Stop- Annex
6:30 PM  Jr. Girl Scouts- 116

Wednesday: December 3
10:00 AM Visitation Team- 205
12:00 PM Bulletin Due
5:45 PM Handbell Choir
6:00 PM Cub Scouts-226

6:15 PM Youth Bible Study-Trinity

7:00 PM Chancel Choir

Thursday: December 4
12:00 PM Trustees Meeting- Annex
1:00 PM Prayer Shawl- Parlor
6:30 PM  Young Adult Bible Study-
Annex

Friday: December 5

Saturday: December 6
7:00 AM Running for HIS Glory-
CUMC Parking Lot
10:30 AM Happy Birthday Jesus
Party- DFH

Next Sunday: December 7
8:15 AM Nursery until 12 PM
8:30 AM Fresh Start Worship-DFH
9:45 AM Bridge Worship-
Sanctuary
Sun Sch PreK-107
Sun Sch Gr K-5-206
Adult SS-Various
Youth Sunday School
11:00 AM Traditions Worship-
Sanctuary
12:30 PM  Key Club- 116
4:00 PM  Youth Group- Youth
House (Annex)
6:30 PM  Advent Class-226

December 7: Genealogy of Grafting Grace into the Family Tree, Matthew 1:1-18 The Message

December 14: 8:30/11:00 AM Christmas Concert, No Bridge Worship (9:45 AM)



We are truly blessed if you are a guest who has chosen to worship with us today!

First-time guests are invited to pick up a blue Welcome Bag from the Atrium or
Narthex. Thank you for celebrating the Lord with us today!

Our Parish Nurse, Cindy Webb, is available today, 9:00 AM in Room 105.

Poinsettia & Wreath Sales: TODAY IS THE LAST DAY TO ORDER)! Fresh poinsettias and
wreaths will adorn the church from Sunday, December 14, through December 28. Find the order
form in this bulletin. Wreaths will remain in the Sanctuary windows and will not be taken home,
please. Please order wreaths to donate to the church. Poinsettias may be taken home after
worship on December 28. Please make checks payable to CUMC (Memo: wreath or poinsettia).

Advent Class: Sunday, December 7 & 14, 6:30 PM, Room 226. In the squeeze and rush leading
up to Christmas, we seldom get the full story. In this two-week study we will consider the before
story and the after story. Both Biblical accounts shed critical light on the significance of the birth
of Jesus. Marg Kutz will be facilitating this study. Bring your Bible. No registration is required
unless you want to participate in the class through zoom. Sign up in the pew pad, today!

Service of Remembrance: Tuesday, December 9, 7:00 PM at JT Morriss & Son Funeral Home,
3050 W. Hundred Rd, Chester. In remembrance of our lost loved ones. All are welcome.
Suggested arrival time is 6:15-6:30 PM.

O]

Literacy Night at CC Wells Elementary: Wednesday, December 10, 5:30-7:00 PM.
Volunteers are needed to run stations. Enjoy food, games, holiday shop, pictures with
Santa, and more. To volunteer use the link or this QR code.

Click this LINK: Please Sign Up 12/10/25 Holiday Literacy event

®

Children’s Coat Drive for CC Wells: Consider donating a coat for a child in need. New coats
only, please. Boys and girls sizes 10-16. Drop off coats to the bin in the Welcome Center. Last
day to donate will be Wednesday, December 10. Thank you for your generosity.

Christmas Concert: Night of the Father’s Love. Sunday, December 14, 8:30 AM & 11:00 AM.
Monday, December 15, 7:00 PM, and Tuesday, December 16, 7:00 PM. Joined by the choirs of
Trinity UMC and Bermuda Hundred UMC. Make plans to enjoy this spectacular musical event.

Cookies Needed for the UMW Christmas Cookie Sale: The UMW will be selling homemade
Christmas cookies by the tin following both worship services on Sunday, December 14,

UM Women and members of the congregation, please commit to donating homemade cookies.
Cookies should be delivered to the church kitchen on Saturday, December 13, 9:00 AM-12:00
PM. Questions? Call or email Susan Petrey, (804) 938-5396, s_petrey@hotmail.com. Leave your
name, phone number, how many dozen, and what kind of cookie you will prepare. Thank you.



https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0845AAAC2EABFDC25-60449653-holiday
mailto:s_petrey@hotmail.com

Keep In Prayer: Hunter Beazley; Eliza Furr; The family of Becky Leonard; The family
of Julie Hall; Donna Goodman; Vijay Gideon; Sarah Mundell Buchanan; Bobby
Edwards; Kelly Henderson; Mel Talley; Cynthia Corley; Becky York; Cathy Epps;
Wayne Scruton; Dorothy Gonzalez; George Kraynak; Dick & Lynn Weis; Bruce
Highley; Ann Stuart; Billy Hopson; Bert Watson; Jennifer Brame; Jim & Jeanne
Shelburne; Jo Kiser; Ella Hilton; Erika Hilton; Susan Young; Harold Worcester; Brooke
& Mary Ann Hamilton; Summer Lannan; Wayne & Ginny Virag; Lynda Richardson

Chester UMC Online Resources

Website: www.chesterumc.org.

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/ChesterUnitedMethodistChurch/.

Facebook Closed Group: https://www.facebook.com/groups/ChesterUMC/.

Instagram: Instagram.com/chesterumc

Daily Email News: Visit http://eepurl.com/blVITv to subscribe.

Daily Devotionals from Pastor Nathan: Atps:/www.facebook.com/BetterTogether.Devos/.
YouTube: https://www.youtube.com/c/ChesterUMC.

Prayer Chain Email: to subscribe or to submit a prayer request, email Michelle at
office(@chesterumc.org with “Prayer Chain” or “Prayer Request” in the subject line.

The Chimes — Submit items to assistant@chesterumc.org no later than the 3 Wednesday of
January, March, May, July, September, and November.

Our Presence on Sunday, November 23, 2025

8:30 AM Fresh Start .........ccc.coovvveeenns 84
9:45 AM Bridge .......cccovveeevveeeiieeienn, 33
11:00 AM Traditions...........cc.oc......... 160
Online.......ooovvvvvveiieiiiiieeee e, 56
Total .cceeeeeenrccnnnneeneececcscssnnnaeeeecccssnsen 333

Leading Our Worship Today, Sunday, November 30, 2025

Greeters: 8:30 Andy Steck & McDuff

9:45 Cyndi LeSueur

11:00 Donna Nunery, Will Schmidt
Ushers: 8:30 Wendell Landis*, Bill Comer * Head Usher

9:45  Herb McCulloch*, Scott Pugh

11:00 Will Herrmann*, Bob Kutz, Joan & Steve Osborne, Tom Petrey
Donut Disciple: Eileen Steck
Nursery: Carla Adams, Morgan Hall
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https://www.facebook.com/ChesterUnitedMethodistChurch/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/ChesterUMC/
http://eepurl.com/blV9Tv
https://www.facebook.com/BetterTogether.Devos/
https://www.youtube.com/c/ChesterUMC
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Holiday BBQ Dinner: Friday, December 5, 4:00 PM- 6:00 PM, Bermuda Hundred UMC. Tired
of turkey after Thanksgiving? Join BHUMC's United Methodist Men for a community BBQ
dinner, with BBQ and all the trimmings. We'll have a Christmas photo booth, activities for the
kids, and more. Dinner is a free-will offering to benefit BHUMC.

Happy Birthday Jesus- Preschool Party: Saturday December 6, 10:30 AM, Fellowship Hall.
Preschoolers, please join us for the Happy Birthday Jesus Party to celebrate Jesus' birth. Games,
activities, snacks, and of course a birthday cake! All preschoolers, from birth to Pre-K and
siblings are welcome. Parents will need to stay to assist their children.

POC: Jackie Farley j.farley312@comcast.net

ESL Christmas Shoebox Ministry: Help us share the love of Christ with our ESL families this
Christmas! Wrapped shoeboxes are available in the Welcome Center, simply pick one up and
sign your name on the sheet. We are looking for 8 volunteers to fill a box with age-appropriate
toys, school supplies, and candy. Please return completed boxes to the church by December 7.
It’s a busy season, but even small acts of generosity make a big difference. Thank you for helping
us bless our ESL community this year! POC: Kris Spadaccia kspadaccia@outlook.com

Christmas Cards for Veterans: Stop by the Church Office and grab some blank Christmas cards
to fill out for a Veteran. Spread some Christmas cheer. This is a great opportunity for Sunday
School groups and a good act of community service for our beloved Veterans. Please return
Christmas cards to the mission closet no later than December 7. Do not seal cards, and please just
sign the card with your first name only. POC: Karen Cole karen.k.cole67@gmail.com

Red Cross Blood Drive: Wednesday, December 17, 10:00 AM - 3:00 PM, Davis Fellowship
Hall. All blood types are needed. Use this link to reserve a donation appointment.
https://www.redcrossblood.org/give.html/drive-results?zipSponsor=chesterumcva

Leading Our Worship Next Sunday, December 7, 2025

Greeters: 8:30  Karen & Bill Comer

9:45  Youth Volunteers

11:00 Pam Kasky, Martha Miles
Ushers: 8:30 Wendell Landis*, Tommy & Tracey Wright * Head Usher

9:45  Brenda Stacy*, Jesse Stacy, Kim Young

11:00 Beth Stewart*, Marshall Henry, Mike Kelley,

Scott Pugh, Doug Riney

Communion: 8:30  Evan Moody, Austin Voros, Evan Voros

9:45  Trey Parker

11:00 Keith Moore, Jane Huffman, Lynn Weis
Donut Disciple: Eileen Steck
Nursery: Carla Adams, Morgan Hall



mailto:j.farley312@comcast.net
mailto:kspadaccia@outlook.com
mailto:karen.k.cole67@gmail.com
https://www.redcrossblood.org/give.html/drive-results?zipSponsor=chesterumcva

Christmas Cookie Sale: Sunday, December 14, The UMW will be selling homemade Christmas
cookies by the tin following both worship services. Proceeds will go to support our gifts to
mission local, national and international, including, but not limited to, our CUMC Food Pantry,
Backpack, and Rest Stop ministries, United Methodist Family Services, and the United Methodist
Committee on Relief. Sign up in the pew register with your name, phone number, whether you’d
like a $5, $10 or $20 tin, and whether you have any food restrictions (gluten, peanuts, etc.). You
will pick your tin, go down the row and make your choice of cookies to fill the tin. These are not
prefilled tins unless you call and specifically request prefilled. A/l orders are due no later than
December 7. POC: Susan Petrey, (804) 938-5396.

The Sharing Tree: CUMC has collaborated with Chesterfield Mental
Health Support Services for more than 13 years to provide Christmas gifts
to adults who are challenged. Please use the QR code to sponsor a
recipient. If you are unable to access the virtual sign-up list, there are a
limited number of gift tags on the tree. Please use this QR code or click on ()

the link to access the list of recipients. All gifts should be wrapped with

the individuals identification number written on or taped to the gift package. Gifts are due no later
than Monday, December 15.
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10COC4CADA82FA6FFC16-60578735-holiday

Feed More Food Distribution: Friday, December 19, 9:30 AM- 12:30 PM. Greenleigh
Community Center. Impact and serve your community while helping with the Feed More food
distribution. We need volunteers to assist with this event.

POC: Eric Hougland, (804) 212-7857, echougland88@gmail.com

Living Waters District Training: will be held January 17, 2026, 9:00 AM-3:00 PM at
Crenshaw UMC in Blackstone. To register, scan the QR code or visit
livingwatersdistrict.org and click “REGISTER HERE.” If you need help registering or
have questions, email Terri Riggs at terririggs@vaumc.org New offerings this year
include worship preparation sessions, youth ministry focus, disaster preparedness, babysitting for
ages 3-5, and all day VBS for K—5th grade.

Christian Women’s Book Club: Tapestry of Strength, Women’s Retreat at Pocahontas State
Park, Friday, January 23 and Saturday, January 24. Rev. Dr. Marg Kutz will be our Spiritual
Leader. Join us for inspirational discussions, fellowship and connections with other women of
faith. Discussions are based on the book, Dear Abishag, by Roberta Damon. Come be a part of
this transformative experience that strengthens our faith and community. $25 per person- includes
meals. To register, contact Betty Barker at bbarkerglen@gmail.com. Space is limited. For more
information and details, contact Lynn Crump, lynncrumppla@gmail.com (804) 513-0260.
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Chester Chums: Did you know that 68 new members joined our church this year? With so
many new people visiting Chester United Methodist Church and choosing to join our church,
we would like to bring back a popular welcoming ministry that existed about 5 years ago. It
is called Chester Chums. Chester Chums is a CUMC ministry to welcome new members,

to help acclimate them to the church, and to help get them involved in activities at the church.
Current members who choose to become a Chester Chum are paired with new members to
serve as their “sponsors”. Ways to serve as a Chester Chum may include: Standing with new
members when they join the church; *Sitting with them during worship service; *Being
available by phone, text, email, and/or in person to answer questions * Introducing new
members to other members of our church * Inviting them to your home for a meal or inviting
them to join you for social events at the church *Helping them find a small group to
participate in at CUMC. Please consider volunteering to be a Chester Chum. If you are
interested, please contact Joan Osborne at josbor61(@gmail.com / 540-270-4251.

- Christmas
NI ght of the Concert

Father’s Love | .., oo

The Awé and Mystery 8:30 & 11:00 AM
Of GOd W”h US Chester UMC Chancel Choir

Monday, December 15
Tuesday, December 16

in the mobile banking app of your bank. You must have a smartphone to use Zelle.
Our e-mail address is finance@chesterumc.org Simply select the Zelle payment
option on your bank's app, input our e-mail address above or scan this QR Code.
POC: Julie Jones, Financial Administrator, finance@chesterumc.org
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TODAY IS THE LAST DAY TO ORDER

L 4 L 4

Poinsettia & Wreath Order Form

7-Inch Pot of Red Poinsettias - $25.00 each
Fresh Wreaths - $40.00 each
Fresh Poinsettias will adorn our church from December 14, through December 28. We will
also hang fresh wreaths on the Sanctuary windows. Please order wreaths to donate to the
church. Wreaths must stay at the church and will not be taken home, please. Poinsettias may
be taken home after worship on Sunday, December 28.
All orders are due by Sunday, November 30.

Name Cell Phone
E-Mail
My Order: (Qty.) Red Poinsettia(s) at $25.00 each $
(Qty.) Fresh Wreath(s) at $40.00 each $
TOTAL $

Please include payment with your order.
Checks payable to CUMC; Memo: Poinsettias/Wreaths

| would like my Poinsettia/Wreath Dedication(s) to read (circle honor or memory):

1) In Honor/Memory of

By:

2) In Honor/Memory of

By:

3) In Honor/Memory of
By:




